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The Daleks couldn't do it; they can't 
even negotiate stairways! The Cyber- 
man couldn't do it; they've become 
so vulnerable their own Cybermats 
won't even mind them anymore, The 
Sontarans couldn't do it. Even that 
bumbling evil genius, the Master 
couldn't do it and he's had more 
chances than anyone or thing to kill 
off the Doctor So who is trying to kill off 
Doctor Who and why? 

Here in the USA, Doctor Who is shak- 
ing, rattling and rolling down our 
highways on the wheels of BBC Enter- 
prises Doctor Who Exhibition Trailer, 
This exploitation travels under the 
guise of BBC's way of saying “thank 
you" to the fans and public television 
stations who support the show. The 
tour is run by Enterprise's wholly own- 
ed subsidiary, Lionheart Television. To 
“thank you," Lionheart will bring the 
trailer to your city, set up in a parking 
lot somewhere, charge you $7.50 or 
so to walk through the trailer, then at- 
tempt to sell you some of the tackiest 
Doctor Who merchandise known to 
man or Timelord, Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! Although in many 
cities, we get to meet some of our 
favorite Who heroes, it's such a 
pathetic attempt to shake-down both 
fan and PBS affiliate alike; it's insulting, 
What's worse is the tour is an absolute 
financial bomb. When Michael 
Grade and his merry brain trust look 
at the financial statement for their 

S 'eat white elephant, they'll notice 
at it has cost them in the range of 
$50,000 per month since it left the U,K, 
Another looser Who doesn't need! It's 
just one more nail in the Doc's coffin. 

While we're on the subject of nails in 
coffins.., Lionheart was about to go in- 
to bankruptcy when Enterprises 
decided to purchase and make 
them their wholly owned subsidiary. 
Perhaps Enterprises was embarrass- 
ed that the company that was BBC's 
exclusive distributor for TV sales in 
America and exclusively carried BBC 
products was going broke. 

It's hard to say what the motive was for 
purchasing them, but the result is that 
Lionheart is now, of course, the BBC in 
America. Unfortunately, this has given 
them incredible power here in the 
States. Often in the Doctor Who series, 
when an inept entity gains too much 
power, their grip will squeeze the life 
out of something beautiful and thriv- 
ing. There's a lesson to be learned 
here. When is the last time there was 
a great Doctor Who convention in 
your area besides the Doctor Who 
trailer? 

The annual Chicago Convention has 
been sqeezed out; the major con- 
vention/festival tours have ceased 
production and to our knowledge, 
DWFCA is the last remaining licensee 
in America. All or the majority of the 
rest are gone. It’s not that the interest 
in Doctor Who has waned, our phone 
still rings off the hook; it's just that the 
exposure has been cut back to near- 


ly nit! Could it be that because the 
bold men from the Hearts of Lion who 
prowled across the USA, hunting and 
gobbling the competition as they go, 
dampened the spirits of those who 
have always promoted the series so 
vigorously? 

TAR TAP, TAP 

The real problems with Doctor Who 
are in England. The red! conspirators 
and those who would commit murder 
to our favorite Timelord are hiding 
behind the skirts of Auntie Beeo 
Somehow, you and I, the British fans 
and the press must investigate this 
unspeakable crime and root out the 
criminais. Hopefully, before it's too 
late, we can uncover the plot and 
save television's longest running 
science fiction series from television 
extinction. 

We thought you might be interested 
in reading a reprint of an article from 
London's Daily Mail. If was published 
on Saturday, September 12, 1987 and 
written by a respected British attorney 
and Doctor Who fan, Andrew Beech. 
It reads: 

This morning some 750 members of 
the Doctor Who Appreciation Socie- 
ty will sit down to their eighth annual 
convention at Imperial College, Lon- 
don, There will be one topic exercis- 
ing their minds: the return, after nine 
, months, of the world's longest running 
science fantasy television series and 
performance of the new Doctor, 
played by Sylvester McCoy. 

This won't be a gathering of malad- 
justed weirdos wearing long scarves 
and floppy hats. 1 myself am a respec- 
table 28-year-old solicitor, Barristers, 
chartered accountants, doctors, 
company directors and computer 
systems analysts are among my 
fellow-fans. 

The pantomine antics now being 
witnessed by viewers on Monday 
evenings (BBC 1) are bound to trigger 
further debate among us upon a 
topic which Director of Programmes 
Michael Grade brought sharply into 
focus 2 1/2 years ago - the present 
state of Doctor Who. 

For me in spite of one or two moments 
when Sylvester McCoy showed the 
glimmerings of a believable perfor- 
mance, the sight of the Doctor grin- 
ning inanely, prancing and doing 
pratfalls over non-existent obstacles, 
uttering lines such as "Absence 
makes The nose grow longer" and “fit 
as a banjo" and generally making a 
cheap joke of the rote, does not in- 
spire confidence. 

AS co-ordinator of the DWAS, it is dif- 
ficult to represent the views of a socie- 
ty which is divided. There are those 
(ususally the under-20s) who enjoy the 
bright colours, the starry cast and the 
glitzy “production values" which the 
show now embraces. 

But, others believe that there is 
something radically wrong with a 
show which 24 years ago had 
something indefinable, but sufficient- 
ly attractive to capture the hearts and 
imagination of the British public. 

I attribute its early success to the in- 
tegrity with which the central 
character was played , coupled with 
an air of mystery and intrigue long 
since lost, and the drive of a produc- 
tion team not bound to a formula. 

It was a true drama production and 
yet tried out new ideas and methods, 
pushing at the boundaries of state-of- 
the-art television. 

And what do we have now? A newly 
regenerated buffoon surrounded by 
over-bright lights and tinsei sets, who 
mutters about sending the TARDIS in 
for her “bicentennial service" Where 
did everything go so drastically 
wrong? 

CONTINUED ON FWSE 8 
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You undoubtedly have been wonder- 
ing if and when Volume 17 was ever 
going to reach you! Well, escaping 
from a time spiral, here we are! Before 
I go a paragraph further, allow me to 
extend Whoquarters fondest wishes 
to you and yours for a happy and 
healthy holiday season. May 1988 
bring you good tidings and all you 
wish for. 

To begin with, we have decided that 
since Doctor Who (has cut its season 
nearly in half (14 episodes), the Who- 
vian Times will now come outtwicea 
year. If you are a current member, 
however, you will receive the four 
issues you paid for, even if it takes an 
extra year. We felt with a bi-annual 
newsletter, we could keep the quali- 
ty of the Times up while making sure 
it was still interesting. In these times, it 
seems to us that the quarterly and bi- 
monthly newsletters coming out from 
other organizations just don't have 
that much newsprint, other than 
rumours, etc. This also sits well with our 
colleagues in Great Britain as they 
can be more instrumental in making 
the Whovian Times a better publica- 
tion, In any event, i'm confident you'll 
enjoy the quality of the Times even 
though the quantity will have been 
cut back. I would rather put out two 
great pieces than four mediocre 
ones. 

As you can see by some of the articles 
within this issue, as well as some of the 
gossip you may have heard, the 
reviews of this season are varied, 
From what Whoquarters has seen of 
the “new Who", i can understand why 
some of the oid British die-hards are 
upset. First of all, just the fact that 
McCoy is new and different (non- 
traditionali), is enough to move the 
average English Whovian off-center. 
Also, some of his lines do seem 
directed towa rds a younger crowd; a 
bit too silly, 'Time and the Rani" had 
(in my personal opinion) very few 
redeeming qualities, if any. However, 
i didn't care much for “Robot" either; 
still don't. It's obvious the Beeb is go- 
ing after a new fan as well as increas- 
ed rating numbers. Can you blame 
them? Michael Grade is standing by 
in the wings with the perverbial axe. 
There's lots that i could tell you I don't 
like about the new Doctor Who, from 
the Doctor's new costume to the com- 
merciality; but you know what?...l still 
love it. The basic elements of Doctor 
Who that first attracted me then held 
me in its grip are still there: great 
stories, acting and an incredible fan- 
tasy, a fun program to watch and to 
think about. 

Make no mistake about if, it's still Doc- 
tor Who through and through and I 
enjoyed what I saw for those reasons. 

1 enjoyed it for other reasons too, 
Believe me, if I would have had my 
vote, ! would have gotten rid of John 
Nathan-Turner. After all, he's been the 
producer for so long, what new and 
exciting elements could he bring to 
the series? Only everything. Fortunate- 
ly for you, John, Mike didn't listen to 
me. Fact is. Doctor Who is fresh and 
exciting. Cali me juvenile (all my 
friends do!), but as much as I love the 
old WHO, I’m enthusiastic about the 
new WHO and think by the time the 
American fans get to “Delta and the 
Bannermen", they will too. I know my 
counterparts in the UK and even 
some fan leaders in the U.S.A. and 
Canada will vehemently disagree 
with me, but that's only because 
they're no fun! 

At this time, I would like to inform you 
that our fan correspondent from 
England, Jeremy Bentham, is about 
to launch another Doctor Who book 
series. In case you didn't know, Jeremy 
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NEWS 

FROM 

GREAT 

BRITAIN 

By Jeremy Bentham 

it's quite possible you might have 
read in your papers, sandwiched 
somewhere, I imagine, between 
sagas of Iranian misguided missiles 
and stock market crashes, that 
England has been battered of iate by 
a series of ferocious storms, the like of 
which Europe hasn't seen in years. 
Well, it's true, but don't believe 
everything you read in news-rags. It 
isn't the weather that's been storm- 
clouding the banner headlines, but 
dear old DOCTOR WHO. 

”... Written by a class of remedial 
chimps" was the Sunday Express's 
comment on 'Time and the Rani", the 
opening story of the 24th Season 
which introduces Sylvester McCoy as 
Doctor number seven. A few weeks 
later, the TV preview columnist for ‘The 
independent" was no less com- 
plimentary in his assertion that, “Even 
diehard fans will be dismayed by this 
new music hall incarnation of the 
Time Lord, this week entertaining Ken 
Dodd," “The Daily Mail" also, once 
DOCTOR WHO's staunchest supporter 
in Fleet Street circles, saw fit to devote 
a whole feature page condemning 
the Doctor's new face as a, “...newly 
regenerated buffoon surrounded by 
over-bright lights and tinsel sets, who 
mutters about sending the TARDIS in 
for her bicentennial service". 

And true to type, “The Sun", which 
could give the "National Enquirer" a 
run for its money in journalistic inac- 
curacy, insisted on having the last 
word, printing its “informed “assertion 
that, 'Telly Time Traveller DR WHO is to 
be exterminated after an amazing 24 
years", citing BBC bosses as the 
culprits behind this plan to finally axe 
the series in the wake of low ratings. 

Even television decided to get in on 
the act, not the commercial networks 
whom you might logically suspect to 
have guns out for their arch rival, but 
the BBC itself. The “vox pop" public 
forum programme "Open Air" de- 
voted its September 29th show to 
DOCTOR WHO, fulfilling ils promises “to 
put Producer John Nathan-Turner on 
the spot" as he fended off a barrage 
of callers proclaiming, “DOCTOR 
WHO isn't popular". “McCoy looks tike 
he has just come out of a comedy 
programme.." and even one viewer's 
comment that the show was, “...now 
reduced to a second-rate panto- 
mime with poor scripts and ham 
acting", 

With the more eclectic BBC 2 “Did You 
See?" programme also planning a 
similar sucn review, slated to go out 
over the 25th anniversary weekend 
itseif, it's almost as if a conspiracy has 
grown up among professional critics 
and journalists to do the series down 
at every conceivable opportunity; 
which is a shame, because actually 
DOCTOR WHO has been doing rather 
well for itself this year, at least as far as 
the public majority (ie; you and 1) are 
concerned. 

Now admittedly “Time and the Rani" 
wasn't the greatest of stories to in- 
troduce a new Doctor, butthen again 
neither were “Robot" and ‘The Twin 
Dilemma" for showing off the fullest 
qualities of the two Bakers. Debut 
stories tend to be like that, so that all 
concerned with the programme's 
production can assess what 
elements introduced into the new 
personality are going to work, and 
which ought to be modified. 

Continued on Next Page 
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"Paradise Towers", however, was an 
eminently watchabie excursion for 
the incumbent. Abandoning DOC- 
TOR WHO's frequent cliche about sav- 
ing the universe in just 100 minutes, 
the plot focussed down onto a nar- 
rower, more believable plane, as the 
Doctor strives to save the caretakers 
and residents sealed inside a gigan- 
tic post-holocaust housing con- 
dominium from a macabre fate as 
the automated systems maintaining 
the complex start going wrong. 

A noticably different "type" of DOC- 
TOR WHO story, “Paradise Towers" was 
script supervised by Andrew Cartmel, 
the programme's new Story Editor 
whose tastes in science-fiction are far 
more "new wave" than any of his 
predecessors. Story three, "Delta and 
the Bannermen", for instance, with its 
almost surreal setting in a 1950's rock 
'n' roll era holiday camp, is much 
nearer in affinity to "Heavy Metal" 
and “2000 A.D." than to more tradi- 
tional tracts of DOCTOR WHO 
storytelling. 

And it's working. The early season 
ratings slump has been checked as 
more and more general viewers (ie; 
non-Whovians and other related 
beasts) pick up the show again and 
find it pleasantly changed in line with 
its new deeper-than-he-seems 
Doctor. 

And if further proof of pulic accep- 
tance is needed, just look at how 
DOCTOR WHO is faring in the field of 
pre-recorded videos. 

In August Jon Pert wee made a guest 
appearance at the "Virgin 
Megastore" in London to launch the 
latest VT release, "Death to the 
Daleks"; within hours the giant 
superstore had sold out its entire 
stock, and within a week "Death to 
the Daleks" was number two in the 
Budget Video charts. Not bad for a 
[quote] "ailing series" (unquote). 

But if that still fails to scotch rumblings 
about iminent cancellation, consider 
the politics behind the up-and- 
coming DOCTOR WHO movie. 

Even when fronted by Tom Baker, the 
public's most popular Doctor, the BBC 
could not find buyers and backers for 
a DOCTOR WHO movie in the Seven- 
ties, despite it being the era of “Star 
Wars" when everything from westerns 
to whodunnits were being upgraded 
with lasers and star fighters to grab 
audiences. 

Suddenly though, this very year. 
Coast to Coast, the company who 
piloted Max Headroom from the 
small screen to the big time, an- 
nounced they had concluded a deal 
with the BBC to shoot a DOCTOR WHO 
film for cinema release in November 
1988, with an option to make two 
more films if the first one does well. 
Heralding the breakthrough, John 
Humphreys, of Coast to Coast said, 
"We intend to make it a big budget 
film with extensive and advanced 
special effects - 1 can promise you we 
won't be using the BBC's infamous 
quarry". 

Timed to co-incide with DOCTOR 
WHO's twenty-fifth anniversary, the 
movie's announcement is already be- 
ing linked to strong rumours of a deal 
with "Kenner Toys" about a set of small 
DOCTOR WHO moveable figures 
similar to their best-selling “Star wars" 
range Hardly minor league stuff, is if? 
And certainly not the kind of deals 
that would be made if death for the 
series was truly just over the horizon. 

f don't deny critics their analytical 
faculties, but such flying in the face of 
the wind as we've seen over here 
recently should serve ds a reminder 
to viewers on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic that critics, like ratings on a battle- 
ship, should never be allowed to take 
over. ^ 



TODUCtR 


November 23rd has just passed and 
Doctor Who has aged another year. 
This year was rather special as the 
programme is transmitted on the ac- 
tual Anniversary, and whafs more, 
that evening's particular episode 
marked the start of the 150th story. I 
should point out immediately, before 
you rush to your copy of the Doctor 
Who programme guide that i have 
counted the 'Trial of a Time Lord" as 
four stories. ('Trial" was written by dif- 
ferent authors in seperate blocks and, 
on the whole, different directors 
directed the seperate stories.) This 
particular episode also sees the 
return of a familiar face and side- 
burns, in the guise of Sabalom Glitz, 
the ne'er-do-well galactic crook and 
Tony Selby recreates his marvellous 
characterisation. Also, Sophie Alfred 
joins the cast as Ace, soon to join the 
Doctor as his newest companion. 

Ace is a former fast-food chain 
waitress from Earth - Perivale, West Lon- 
don to be exact, and was expelled 
from school after blowing up the Art 
Room during a chemistry experiment. 
We first meet her waiting on tables 
again but this time in the mysterious 
"Iceworld". The story title is "Dragon- 
fire" and is written by Ian Briggs, a new 
writer to Doctor Who. Guest stars for 
this story include Edward Reel, from 
the hit police series "Juliet Bravo" and 
Patricia “Rocky Horror" Quinn. The 
story was recorded entirely in the 
studio and production was com- 
pleted in mid-August. 

At the time of writing, nine episodes 
of our 14 part series have been 
transmitted and despite fierce com- 
petition from ITV's ever-popular "Cor- 


onation Street" which is transmitting 
at the same time as Doctor Who, the 
programme is attracting an ap- 
parent regular audience of 5 million 
viewers - quite an achievement op- 
posite such a long running soap 
opera out of the Top Ten TV program- 
mes, However, a year is no time to be 
complacent and it would be 
marvellous if we could top the 6 
million mark before the end of the 
run. 

The first story of the season was 'Time 
and the Rani" by Pip and Jane Baker 
and was directed by Andrew 
Morgan, As the title indicates the Rani 
returned (played, of course, by Kate 
O'Mara) and this time she has joined 
forces with a race of aliens called 
Tetraps. The story is already available 
as a Target novelization. 

The second story - "Paradise Towers" 
by Stephen Wyatt, whose recent TV 
play "Claws" had such a great suc- 
cess, was directed by Nicholas 
Maliett and includes such famous 
British actors as Brenda Bruce 
(“Murder Most English"), Elizabeth 
Spriggs and Richard (“Good Neigh- 
bo ursj Briers. It is also marked the TV 
debut of the latest “Cusak" daughter 
to enter the acting profession, 
Catherine, as the Blue Kang leader. 
The leader of the Red Kangs was 
played by Julie Brennon, otherwise 
known as Mrs. Mark Strickson, 

The story which is currently transmit- 
ting is called "Delta and the Ban- 
nermen" and if you think that sounds 
like a 50 's rock group, you've made 
my day! The story is set mainly in 1959 
in a tatty holiday camp, and there is 
a tremendous amount of 50's music 
used carefully throughout the three 
part adventure. This is the first all- 
location story since 1970 and stars 
Ken Dodd, Belinda Mayne, Don Hen- 
derson, Hugh Lloyd and American's 
Stubby (“Guys and Dolls") Kaye and 
Morgan Deare. The story was record- 
ed on location over eleven days, 
when this production was extremely 
lucky as our location work co-incided 
with the entire British summer. 


The latest season, of course, stars 
Sylvester McCoy as the seventh incar- 
nation of the Doctor and he is proving 
immensely popular, f understand that 
the latest season will be available for 
purchase by your local stations at the 
end of January. 

For anyone visiting London this year, 
there has been a plethora of former 
and current Doctor Who talent 
dominating the theatre scene of Lon- 
don's West End. Colin Baker has just 
completed a very successful run in 
the West End of “Corpse", soon to be 
followed by his pantomime, Robinson 
Crusoe, at London's Wimbledon 
Theatre. Tom Baker continues in 
Priestley's ’An Inspector Calls", Nicoia 
Bryant opens next week in the London 
Premier of "Strive" at the Theatre 
Museum, Covent Garden and 
Sylvester opened last night at the Na- 
tional Theatre in the Pied Piper" 
which runs until the end of March 
1988 (when we start Doctor Who 
again). This is the production which 
drew my attention to Sylvester at the 
beginning of the year. 

Next year, is, of course. Doctor Who’s 
Silver Anniversary season and we 
shall be making a further 14 episodes 
- although we won't be making a 20th 
Anniversary-type special - we hope to 
mark this celebration in some way. 

The season, again, will include 2X4 
part stories and 2X3 part stories. 

Of course, as many of you will have 
heard, serious plans are afoot with 
regard to DOCTOR WHO - THE MOVIE. 

I shall be meeting again with the Pro- 
ducers later this month, but at the mo- 
ment, there is no further formal press 
announcement, I can say, however, 
that Coast to Coast Productions have 
some tremendous ideas and they 
hope to commence production of 
the movie next year. As always, stay 
tuned. 
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Actually, we didn't discover La Pacho 
tea anymore than Columbus 
discovered America! The tea, an ex- 
traction from the bark of the Tabe- 
buia/La Pacho was originally used on 
this planet by the ancient Incas. 
Legend has it that a certain Timeiord 
introduced this incredible tea to the 
Earthlings on one of his very first visits 
to our planet, ..but, of course, this is on- 
ly legend and therefore, rumour, Still, 
I've often wondered how the Time- 
lords live so long; for that matter, the 
ancient Incas as well! Anywho... 

There are currently 256 varieties of this 
tree which is mainly found deep in 
the rain forests of Brazil. Curiously, it is 
the only tree of the forest in which 
fungi does not grow on the bark! In- 
deed, the bark has been used tor 
making medicine tea with South 
American natives for centuries, 

The La Pacho bark has recently found 
its way into the United States and is 
currently being tested in major 
medical laboratories for its phar- 
maceutical values. There is a growing 
list of naturopathic physicians, her- 
balists, nutritionists and medical doc- 
tors who claim that the La Pocho tea 's 
richest characteristic seems to be 
that it allows the body to do what it 
does best: hea! itself by stimulating 
the immune system to prevent and 
combat illness. It is currently being 


used in treatments for insomnia, 
iukemia. Candida, skin disorders, 
yeast infections, obesity, as an anti- 
fungal, anti-viral and anti-inf la matory. 
Although I have not read of any 
research on hangovers, 1 have done 
my own and can personally attest 
that La Pocho tea has worked every 
time for me! I'm personally a coffee 
drinker, but La Pacho, with a little 
cream and a little maple syrup is ac- 
tually pretty good. Certain other 
"devoted" tea drinkers around Who- 
quarters drink it daily. If you're a tea 
drinker and conscious of your health, 
may I recommend doing one of two 
things: A, See if you can find the La 
Pacho bark tea in your local health 
food store and give it a try, 
Remember, it's relatively new in the 
Slates and you might have to look 
hard. OrB Fill out the order blank and 
mail in $12.95 and try La Pacho from 
us. 

While I cannot promise you it will com- 
pletely heal whatever you have or 
lengthen your life span 600 or 700 
years, I have researched and used La 
Pacho myself and feel it is a relevant 
and worthy product to be offered in 
our publication. 

It is the very first non-Dotor Who item 
that has ever been offered in the 
Whovian Times (I say non-Doctor Who 
because, remember, its only a 


rumour that this irascible old white 
man stepped out of a blue box that 
seemed to materialize from thin air 
and turn an entire Indian nation on to 
his brand of tea,., only a rumour)! 


PLEASE SEND 


OF LA PACHO BARK TEA TO: 
NAME 


30Z, BOX(ES) 


ADDRESS. 


CITY . 
STATE 


ZIP 


ENCLOSED IS $ 


OR 


VISA/MASTERCARD * 


EXPIRATION DATE 


NAME ON CARD AS IT READS: 


ALL ORDERS TO BE SHIPPED WITHIN 14 
DAYS FROM THE DATE WHOQUARTERS 
RECEIVES SAID ORDER OR MONEY 
WILL BE REFUNDED. 

MAIL ALL ORDERS TO: WHO- 
QUARTERS/LA PACHO, RO. BOX 6198, 
DENVER. COLORADO 80206. 
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Doctor Who first came into my life 
when I was twelve years old. One 
damp Saturday afternoon at 5:25 
p.m, My whole family gathered 
around the black and white televi- 
sion set to watch this rather peculiar 
program; the advertising of which 
had touched all our imaginations. 
And from that day on we were hook- 
ed. Normally an incredibly busy set of 
people, my mum, dad, grandad and 
brother all managed somehow to 
come together to watch William Hart- 
nell, followed by Patrick Troughton (my 
personal favorite - such a fine actor, 

1 was so very sad to hear of his death) 
then Jon Ftertwee, then the infamous 
Mr. Baker and surprise, surprise, ac- 
companied in the latter stages by 
me! 

I had known from the age of four that 
I would act and had managed to get 
in and out of RADA (The Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art) fully train- 
ed and raring to go before I was 
twenty, i had done several television 
jobs, eight months in repertory com- 
panies around the country, a Ham- 
mar Horror, (the title of which quite 
escapes me!!) two and a half years 
with the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany when my agent and 1 decided 
that now was the time for wider ex- 
posure (in more ways than one - for lit- 
tle did I realize quite what my 
costume was to be - 1 saw the design 
after I had accepted the part!!) Philip 
Hinchcliffe (then the producer) and 
Penant Roberts (then the director) saw 
about 60 girlsWomen and whittled us 
down to ten, then three, then two, then 
me Penant said he chose me over the 
others because i actually made him 
work during the audition. He was 
reading Tom (who had declined to sit 
in on the interviews), and Pen said he 
felt himself having to respond to my 
characterization of leela. 

We held the press off for quite a few 
weeks I remember and then the Even- 
ing Standard somehow got hold of 
the story and the very next day went 
something like this: 

Make-Up Call 7:00 am - 8:30 a.m. 
Rehearse 8:30 am - 1:00 p,m. 
Lunch with 26 Press People, 
Photographers and Interviewers 

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Rehearse 2:00 pm. - 3:00 p.m. 
Two Radio 

Interviews 3:00 pm - 3:15 pm. 
An Interview on Live 
Television 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 pm. 
Finishing The 

Recording 6:45 pm. - 10:30 p.m. 

And inat7:00am the following day. 
Well since then life has not really 
been the same. ! think ail twenty-six 
papers ran the story. The world and 
her father had been watching the 
Thames News that night, so my life 
totally widened since then. In fact, the 
main way my life had been affected 
has been the publicity. For example, 
when and if 1 change men it gets in- 
to the Nationals - I still don't quite 
understand why anyone is remotely 
interested in who is in my bed - except 
me of course!! On the whole the press 
has been very kind to me, but there 
have been one or two occasions 
when 1 would very happily have kept 
a lower profile. 

As far as actually working on the show 
is concerned, if you want to learn 
television technique in q hurry, Doc- 
tor Who is the program to do it with. 
The show consists of vast amounts of 
special effects, and in my time on it 
we had seven days rehearsal for the 
actors and two or three days studio to 
rehearse everyone else and record 
half a story. There was no time for us 
to refine an actual performance as 
you can imagine. 


The first special effect I had to con- 
tend with was the Invisible Monster. I 
had to (at full tilt) weave my way 
through a forest. Each tree had an 
almost invisible trip wire attached to 
the base so it could be pulled from 
the "wings" and made to look as if 
something was brushing past, and 
these wires, combined with my red 
contact tenses (donned to make my 
eyes appear brown) made for a 
somewhat nerve racking first day as 
i could hardty see anyway. I am sure 
the crew thought Penant had hired 
some really kack-handed iill as I fell 
on my face for the third time. This story 
was called 'The Face of Evil," My per- 
sonal favorite is "The Sunmakers," 
closely followed by 'The Talons of 
Weng Chiang," (a ciassic - if 
somewhat plagiarised.) These stories 
have a common denominator, 
Robert Holmes, the writer and then 
script editor, who died last year. A 
great loss to the profession. 

I suppose because Bob devised 
Leela in his capacity as script editor 
and a writer for the show, it was easier 
for him to write her than the others. ! 
enjoyed his scripts so much; they had 
flare, imagination, sensitivity and wit 
- a very necessary ingredient, par- 
ticularly in Tom Baker's era, Aaaah, 
Tom, this article would not be com- 
plete without a seperate paragraph 
for him. 

I'm often asked "what's Tom Baker like 
to work with?" and my stock answer is 
"never boring." He really is one of the 
most extraordinary people I've ever 
shared a script with. At times 
outrageously funny and inventive 
and at other times, moody and dif- 
ficult. He cared immensely aboutthe 
program and is generous in a 
material sense, to a fault. Presents 
and huge roundsatthepub,andthe 
books, he was always giving away 
books, and saying things like "oh I do 
envy you dear boy, I wish I hadn't read 
this, there is so much pleasure in store 
for you." When Laila Ward is asked to 
name her favorite monster her stock 
answer is 'Tom Baker" - and I think that 
sums him up beautifully, everyone's 
favorite monster!! 

Speaking of Laila i must now move on- 
to the companions. Yet another 
death sadly hit the news recently, that 
of lan Marter, someone I grew to know 
because of the American Conven- 
tions; he is deeply missed by fans and 
actors alike, His death came as a 
great shock to us all. ! can't really find 
the right words to express my sorrow, 
but felt I wanted to pay him some 
tribute during this article, which we 
had discussed just a week before his 
death. 

One of the most fabulous things to 
come out of ail these Doctor 
WhoConventions (which are way and 
beyond anything I could have ever 
dreamt of ten years ago) - is the 
friends I have made while doing 
them. Mary Tamm, who I went to col- 
lege with, and Colin Baker (a great 
choice for the Doc) had partnered 
me at darts many moons ago (a 
brilliant player) but Laila and I only 
met through Who and 1 like her enor- 
mously, also Sarah, Janet, Liz - oh all 
the others really - there's no "fly in the 
ointment" so to speak, we get on in- 
credibly well back stage And at the 
front of the stage too,- I've met warm, 
sensitive and amazingly generous 
people. We're all lulled into a false 
world by the conventions. 

After that huge one in Chicago, fond- 
ly named the "Monstercon" 1 believe, 
when we'd oil been cheered and 
clapped to Kingdom come, given 
presents and hugs, had smiled until 
our faces ached and signed until our 
hands hurt - the next day, back in 
England I Dushed the double buggy 


in the rain back to reality - taking the 
form of the supermarket, but...with 
added energy. I think everyone 
should be allowed up on a stage 
from time to time and given the in- 
dulgence of talking about 
themselves and being adored tor it. 
The healthiest drug going!! I've only 
exprienced that kind of high when 
i've worked in prisons - please don't 
misunderstand me - it's just that the 
audience is as inhibited and as hum- 
ble in a strange kind of way. And 
perhaps a tittle crazy!! 

Talking of crazy, what a mad idea K9 
was - the only companion I got to 
work with . Do you know I didn't get the 
"K-9" canine pun until we were 
halfway through recording his first 
story? What a dimbo!! And lovely 
John leeson who did the first voice is 
such a good value in a rehearsal 
room, such patience and so funny. 
The BBC has this weird system wherby 
they hire their own props - don't ask 
me why -they claim it's the American 
way!! Anyway it meant we couldn't af- 
ford to have K9 in the rehearsal room 
so lovely John would crawl around on 
alt fours pretending to be a 
mechanical dog!! He said it's the on- 
ly voice over he's ever done where he 
had to turn in a bill for wear and tear 
on clothes!! 

Now Leela herself.. .the powers that be 
had the first script, the costume 
design (a leather leotard: minus the 
flap at the back which I added after- 
wards) and lovely generous Penant 
Roberts (who incidentally also cast 
me in 'Tenko," another TV series shown 
in the states - so I have alot to be 
grateful to him for.) I based Leeia on 
a tittle girl who lives upstairs (who will 
now be about 14!!) and my then dog 
- Bosie, I decided that although leela 
was uneducated she was by no 
means stupid; therefore I had to find 
a mixture of intelligence and instinct 
and the cross between a toddler and 
an animal seemed perfect, I also 
tried to keep her language less col- 
loquial than most characters 1 
played; saying “did not" instead of 
"didn't" for example - not an accent 
exactly but just slightly different 
rhythms, The rest of the time I spent 
scratching out stage directions such 
as "leela screams insisting that 1 do 
something intelligent, holding onto 
the character that Tenant and I had 
discovered originally. 

Liz Sladen, (the previous assistant) 
moans about the number of sprain- 
ed ankles she had to spring and pit- 
ches of hysteria she was expected to 
reach, t think she did such an in- 
credibly good job as Sarah Jane I 
saw no point in trying to emulate her, 
and fought long and hard to hold on- 
to what l hoped would be complete- 
ly different. I did allow Leela one 
scream, however, during 'Talons'' - but 
I defy anyone not to holler if they're 
being eaten by a giant rati! Even if the 
lovely Stuart Fell is inside the skin. Stunt 
man extraordinaire, and as well as rat 
acting, also doubled for me during 
that story. When I read the direction 
"LEELA LEAPS ONTO THE TABLE, SOMER- 
SAULTS OVER THE DWARF, CRASHES 
THROUGH THE WINDOW AND FALLS 
TEN FEET ONTO THE EARTH BENEATH," 1 
was on that telephone so fast, "Oh no 
she doesn't" i was gently but ever so 
firmly, insisting down the "blower" - 
and the next thing I knew Stuart was 
hired. Luckily it was a story where I was 
actually wearing something. He'd 
have looked pretty silly in a leather 
bathing costume. He had several 
rather embarrassing moments as it 
were during the filming of that par- 
ticular episode as he was "goosed" 
or cuddled from behind by various 
"sporks," cameramen, etc thinking he 
was me. t think he was quite glad to 
butch up again!! 


ifeel vaguely "miffed" about the way 
Leeia was written out. BBC's answer to 
a woman's exit from the series, ..make 
her fall in love. I mean I could have 
died saving the Doctor's life or 
something!! 

After the show I couldn't get a TV inter- 
view for ages, i didn't have the same 
worry about being "type-cast" as 
most companions as there aren't that 
many savages from another planet 
going!! Funnily enough in my next 
television job t got to play the Doctor. 
Dr. Anne Reynolds - a scientist, in 'The 
Omega Factor" - but i didn't even get 
the interview for two years. Theatre 
work mooded my way however from 
Ftartia in 'The Merhcant of Venice" to 
Miriam Gottchalk in "Mephisto." And 
as far as my "Leela" image is con- 
cerned it has finally been "knocked 
on the head" in my country by my 
character Blanche in "Tenko" - a 
woman I really fell in love with. 

Currently I'm filming a TV cop series 
called "Bergerac" It's a gentler ver- 
sion of “Hill Street Blues" and 1 play the 
main character’s girl friend, Susan 
Young, and I get such magic lines as 
"What is it, Jim?" instead of What is it, 
Doctor?" and I'm afraid I spend a 
great deal of time screaming - hey 
ho!! 

I've toured America since WHO from 
Wisconsin to Arizona with "Twelfth 
Night" and my one woman show 
"Against Two Tides" (it's about women 
in war.) I was amazed at a number of 
Doctor Who fans who poked their 
faces around the dressing room door 
afterwards. What a wide range of in- 
terests you have in America; 
something to do with the vastness of 
the country 1 suppose. 

As actors in England we are more for- 
tunate I feel (not financially of course 
- it's no secret, the discrepancy in the 
wages) but we can mix and match 
the media so much more easily in the 
U.K. due to the compactness of the 
island. Had Doctor Who been record- 
ed in the states, I might never have 
been able to get back to my rea I pas- 
sion, the theatre 

Of course my first passion are my 
children - Harry and Tom. The eldest 
of which is now Whovian age. As the 
24th season starts screening, history 
repeats itself and the family is gather- 
ing on wet Saturday afternoons at 
5:25 pm. to watch a strange show 
that captures everyone's 
imagination... / 
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Patrick Troughton was born on March 
25, 1920 in London, England. He was 
educated at Mil! Hill Public School 
and went on to attend the School of 
Acting at Swiss Cottage, which was 
run by Eileen Thorndike, sister of Dame 
Sybil Thorndike. He achieved a 
scholarship to go to Leighton Rollins 
Studios for actors at the John Drew 
Memorial Theatre in long Island, New 
York, During the war. he returned to 
England from the United States on a 
neutral Belgian ship which was min- 
ed off Fbrtland Bill where he boarded 
life boats. 

Until 1940, he was at the Tonbridge 
Repertory Theatre until he joined the 
Navy where he was a sailor in 
destroyers and eventually officer of 
the Motor Gun Boats. He had his own 
command at the time of the Allied In- 
vasion of France, which was 
demobbed in March 1945 so he join- 
ed the Amersham Repertory, Bristol 
Old Vic. In continuing his pursuits, he 
joined the Robert Donat Company in 
West End. London. He spent two years 
at the Mercury Theatre in london 
playing in IS. Elliot's plays which were 
taken to the first Edinburgh festival in 
1947, followed by many ofher West 
End plays. 

Patrick Troughton did his first television 
work in 1948. Since then, he has 
played an enormous number of parts 
on TV., including "Dr. WHO” for 3 years. 

Other oustanding T.V, engagements: 

"Six Wives of Henry VIII" - BBC/TV 
"Family at War" - Granada 
"Little Women" - BBOTV 
"Jenny" - ThamesfFV 
"Churchill's feople" - BBC/TV 
"Edward and Mrs. Simpson'' - 
ThameVTV 
'Amy" - BBC/TV 

Olivier's "Hamlet" and "Richard III" 
“Cleopatra'' 

‘The Omen" - 20th Century Fox 
"Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger" - 
Columbia 

He visited the United States with 
Laurence Olivier and Vivian Leigh in 
"Anthony and Cleopatra" and 
"Ceasar and Cleopatra" in 1950. 

LATEST ENGAGEMENTS 
“Foxy lady" (series) - Granada TV 
"Swallows and Amazons" (series) - 
BBOTV 

"Minder" - Euston Films 
"Box of Delights" (series) - BBC/TV 
"Kenny Everett Show" - BBOTV 
“long Term Memory" - BBOTV 
"Knights of God" - BBOTV 
"A Man Alone" - BBORadio Serial 
"lets Make a Story" - BBORadio 
"The Two of Us" - LWT/TV (situatuation 
comedy series) 

"Yesterday's Dreams" - Central TV 
V.O. 'Thunder birds" TV Commercial - 
Catalyst Prods, Ltd, 

‘A Fairly Fellows Master Stroke" - 
BBORadio 

“Supergran" - Tyne Tees T.V, 

V.O. "Midland Bank" TV Commercial 
- A.B.M. Ltd. 

"Martin Chuzzlewit" - BBORadio 
'Sunlight in the Garden" - BBORadio 

There has never been a more difficult 
article to write than this one. 8y now 
most of you know of the loss of Patrick 
G. Troughton. He died very early on 


Saturday morning (March 28, 1987) 
just before he was to be a guest 
speaker at Magnum-Opus Con in 
Columbus, Georgia, U.S.A. 

And so.. on Wednesday April 15th, 
1987, at 12 noon, a wake was held in 
memory of fatrick Troughton in the 
Bridge lounge, BBC Television Centre, 

Members of the immediate family 
present were brother Robin, sister Mol- 
ly sons David and Michael, sons fater 
and Mark, and their mother. Bunny; 
and wife, Shelagh. 

Among the fifty or so friends atten- 
ding the private remembrance were 
producer Innes Lloyd, and young ac- 
tress Janet Dibley (Co-star of fat's LWT 
comedy series, ’The Two of Us"). 

Doctor Who was represented by John 
Nathan-Turner, whose office had 
coordinated the wake, and Anthony 
Ainley, Nicholas Courtney, Michael 
Craze, Gary Downie, Janet Fielding, 
Richard Franklin, Frazer Hines, John 
levene, Wendy Ftidbury, John fart- 
wee and lalla Ward, Food and drinks 
were served by staff. 

On behalf of the family, David 
Troughton thanked everyone for com- 
ing. An anecdoteabout Pat's days in 
the navy reflecting fat's independent 
nature and sense of humour was 
related by Innes Lloyd, who then of- 
fered a toast in fat's memory, Follow- 
ing that, Robin Troughton was moved 
to make a few remarks equally in- 
dividual and equally affectionate. 

Family members and several remain- 
ing friends left by 3:00 pm. This was 
the only official gathering, fat was 
cremated in Columbus, Georgia. His 
ashes were flown back to London. 
Shelagh Troughton plans to plant a 
tree in Pat's memory tn “The 
Woodlands" of Bushy Park, Hampton, 
where their Labrador dogs, Ben and 
Billy run and play daily. 

It is ironic, somehow, that fat died at 
a science fiction convention. Up un- 
til a few years ago, he would rarely 
grant interviews, let alone make per- 
sonal appearances. You see, at 
heart, he was really shy and preferred 
keeping to himself, family and close 
friends. He was very reluctant to even 
attend the longleat 20th Anniversary 
Convention until John Nathan-Turner 
Talked him into it." Not only did he en- 
joy himself at longleat House, but he 
began to take on other personal ap- 
pearances. He was a guest at a few 
cons in the UK but turned out to be a 
little too outrageous ror the normally 
reserved Brits, Then he made an ap- 
pearance at Spirit of Light Enterprises 
infamous "Monstercon" (in all fairness, 
it was SOLE's first convention and now 
that they don't have it anymore, it is 
very much missed in fandom). 

Any who... fat had an absoulute ball 
and from then on became available 
for ail conventions, prior professional 
engagements permitting. And what 
a prize guest he was. 

He did his first show for us at the Doc- 
tor Who Fesiival weekend of Portland, 
Oregon and San Jose, California. 
Speaking for the entire festival crew, 
we'll never forget that weekend. John 


Nathan-Turner shared the bill with fat. 
We had never worked together, so 
JNT was the buffer. The Portland show 
went off like clock work, even though 
there were about 1,500 people there 
and the facility only LEGALLY held 
about 9001 However, the sardines...! 
mean Whovians were so grateful and 
so nice to us all as the Oregonians 
typically are... webbed feet and all, 
(native Oregonians all have webbed 
feet because of the rain you see), 
fat was flabbergasted at the turn out 
as well as the people themselves. He 
was a real science fiction buff and 
science fiction type of person. With so 
many people in such close quarters, 
there came to be an instant rapport 
between him and the fans: he related 
to them weil. His question and answer 
session became a surprise perfor- 
mance, actually the first time he had 
ever done this sort of thing, wherein 
he proceeded to take off all of his 
clothes, only to reveal his Doctor Who 
costume underneath. It was a 
delightful surprise, thrilling and elec- 
tric.. .just like Patrick himself Fortunate- 
ly, he decided to do the exact same 
thing in not such an exact fashion the 
next day in San Jose. I say fortunate- 
ly, because everything that could 
have gone wrong with that show did. 
The major problem was that our 
video projector was broken for us by 
the airlines, Whenever I think of Patrick 
Troughton, I can't help thinking about 
when he came backstage at San 
Jose, and watched us work frantical- 
ly on our video projector. We were in 
such a tizzy until we all simultaneous- 
ly looked into fat's smiling, devilish 
face where upon he said, ‘Trouble 
boys?" We all cracked up! He sug- 
gested we A) Get another projection 
system (which we did), B) Send John 
Natha n-Turner out on the stage to talk 
with the fans for about 2 hours while 
we C) Went to lunch! It was perfect. 
We returned (of course JNT was a lit- 
tle irritated, but never mind, he did 
great) and the projector had just ar- 
rived from SanFrancisco, fat went out, 
did his strip-tease like you can't im- 
agine (you had to be there) and real- 
ly saved the day. That was our first en- 
counter with Patrick... the first of many, 

Doing shows with the second Doctor 
was such a treat. One never knew 
what he was going to do or say. He 
was always fresh with new material. 
The thing that one could always de- 
pend on was that fat was always a 
real professional. He did whatever he 
did because he wanted to; it was fun 
and he always had fun doing it. He 
didn't care whether the crowd was 
large or small, Patrick genuinely en- 
joyed the Doctor Who fans here in 
America. It really didn't matter to him 
if it were a one, two or three day show, 
either; he always gave 100% no mat- 
ter what. And when the autograph 
session came around, he was like a 
machine, If the line was too long, just 
get him a light scotch and something 
he could (or would) eat. Patrick 
wouldn't eat anything that he couldn't 
shoot: chicken, beef, iamb, ..things 
like that. Ill never forget when I ex- 
plained my theory that plants were 
every bit as sensitive as, say birds 
were, but simply communicated on a 
different level than ours, We can't hear 
their screams as we pull them out of 
the around and pop them into our 
mouths. Patrick didn't speak to me all 
day and that night (we were in Tam- 
pa); he decided to munch on some 
alligator tail. 'After all, I think I could 
actually shoot an alligator! Besides, 
fartwee told me that their tails grow 
back when you cut them off!" When 
he found out "fart" was pulling his leg, 
he decided he would have to play 
some sort of gag on Jon just to get 
back at him. Ifyou’ve ever heard Jon 
fartwee was bald and wore a wig... 
that's where the rumour started, that 
night! 

After one has travelled several thou- 
sand miles with fat Troughton on the 
Doctor Who Festival Tour; well, there 
are so many stories I could relate, this 
whole article could tilt up this entire 
issue with Troughton stories.. one bet- 
ter than the next. A real prize for the 


Doctor Who Fan Club Of America, the 
Festival Tour and all the fans, 

The true prize was Patrick's friendship. 
He was a man that would not tolerate 
gossips or even a harsh word spoken 
behind the back of one of his friends. 
What a wonderful friend to have, he 
would do anything possible to help a 
friend in need. One time when we 
were going to bring the Festival Tour 
to Minneapolis, with Colin Baker, a 
competitor had decided to hire Col- 
in AND Tom Baker to come to Min- 
neapolis before we did. Being a com- 
petitive sort myself, I figured the best 
show a Doctor Who fan could ever be 
part of would be, of course, The Two 
Doctors Colin Baker and Patrick 
Troughton. I quickly rang up only to 
find out that Pat had a prior profes- 
sional engagement. 

Disappointed, I wrote fat a letter at 
home and told him the entire situa- 
tion. Within two weeks, I had a return 
letter from Patrick, telling me he had 
"somehow freed himself and would 
be delighted to come to Minneapolis 
and Madison," 

It was things like that; times when he 
would extend himself fora friend. I'm 
sure he realized he was saving my 
neck at the time And when fat said 
he would be there, you knew he 
would be. He was a man of impec- 
cable honor. Maurice Lambert 
(Patrick's agent) wrote to me recent- 
ly, “fat and I were associated for 30 
years and the only contract we had 
was a handshake at the beginning. 
He was the perfect client and a great 
friend." I guess that kind of sums it up. 

Have you ever been to a Doctor Who 
affair (Convention, Festival, etc) and 
asked the guest speaker who their 
favorite Doctor was? Invariably the 
name Patrick Troughton is spoken. It's 
ironic but nearly all the Who people, 
when pressed for the answer says fat 
was their favorite! 

Everytime I would try to tell him how 
much I admired him, how much the 
whole team here at Whoquarters 
loved him, he would back away and 
say, "Steady on, Ron. ..steady on." Or 
one of his favorite expressions when 
something really excited him was 
"Cracking good!" I can just see him 
saying it and it makes me smile. He 
was the perfect gentleman, a great 
actor and a super friend. There are 
lots of fine memories left behind, but 
for me and the world of Doctor Who, 
there's a real void now that he's gone 
So, wherever you are now, Patrick 
George Troughton, on behalf of all 
your friends, family and fans, we're 
NOT going to say goodbye! You are 
a good soul and well see you again 
in The distant future - in another time 
and relative dimension in space 

P.S. A wonderful fund has been 
created by the Patrick Troughton Ap- 
preciation Society, fatrick was an ac- 
tor nearly all his life He would ab- 
solutely love to know there has been 
a scholarship for young actors and 
actresses set up, in his name, at 
California State Univeristy, Sacramen- 
to, California in the Theatre and Arts 
Department. The program is, of 
course, approved by Pat's wife 
Shelagh and all monies are handled 
by the Universities Financial Aid and 
Alumni Department offices. 

( IMPORTANT ) 

To contribute send a check or money 
order payable to the Patrick 
Troughton Scholarship Fund, GO 
Financial Aid, California State Univer- 
sity, 6000 J Street, Sacramento, CA 
95819. You may use your VISA or 
MASTERCARD by calling 916-278-6295 
between the hours ol 8AM-5PM (PST). 

For more information, ask for Dr. 
Marguerite Taylor at that number. All 
such donations are tax deductable 
and a very worthy cause. Here at 
Whoquarters, we're very proud to be 
a part of the Fatrick Troughton 
Scholarship Fund and we hope you 
will be too. ^ 
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The following is a collage of quotes, 
interviews, articles from newspapers, 
memoirs, phone conversations and 
eavesdroppings! This is part I of a 
series called What makes WHO tick? 

As one reflects over the years, the 
question always comes to mind, "how 
could a science fiction television 
series last for over two decades, be 
adored by millions around the world 
and continue to grow in popularity?" 
Naturally, there are hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of other viable 
questions about the legendary series 
we're all involved with. Over the next 
few issues (whenever they are!], let's 
examine what makes WHO tick. By the 
way, Whoquarters would welcome 
your views on the subject. In fact, if it 
moves you to do so. why don't you 
write and submit an essay. If it moves 
us, we'll publish ithereintheWhovian 
Times. 


And so, from the beginning... 


The father of Doctor Who, Sydney 
Newman (also the then head of BBC 
Drama as well as science fiction 
serials for the Beeb) reflects on the 
question, "why was Doctor Who 
created in the first place?'',.. 

The BBC virtually owned the airwaves 
on Saturday afternoon with its sports 
coverage which would last until 5:15 
PM. At 5:45 PM (I believe these times 
are correct, it was a long time ago) 
we would air "The Pops Program,” 
which included alt the contemporary 
bands like the Beatles, Rolling Stones, 
Cliff Richards, people like that. Of 
course, that was immensely popular. 
But in the half hour between 5:1 5 and 
5:45, which was traditionally devoted 
to children's classical series, the 
ratings would plummet. 


For most of my life I have been a real 
aficionado of science fiction. I mean, 
I've read it all my lilexlassy stuff like 
Ray Bradbury, things like that. I like the 
ideas science fiction produces and 
science fiction as a vehicle for pro- 
blems and/or disasters that occur on 
Earth that can be projected - not in 
America or Canada or England - 
somewhere in outer space perhaps 
even in some othei time. It affords the 
possibilities of making social, political 
or any other type of comments one 
wishes to make. It’s much easier to 
make a comment or a statement 
when you make it in some other place 
or time 

In any event, there was some unhap- 
piness concerning the ratings, and I 
was asked if I could dream up 
something that would realty attract 
the children but not alienate the 
adults. 

How then, did you arrive at the con- 
cept of Doctor Who? 

After considerable thought, I came up 
with the concept of Doctor Who. You 
see, the BBC was (and is) a very 
earnest publicly owned broadcasr 
company. In those days, in terms of 
drama, there was never anything 
frivolous being done; it was all serious, 
earnest stuff like Dickens or Mark 
Twain, stuff like that. So each program 
had to have somewhat of an educa- 
tional base Having read HG. Wells 
and there was the time machine..! 
simply thought up this senile old man 


who had run away from his (distant) 
home planet in this space ship that he 
really didn't know how to operate. I 
decided that his TARDIS would have to 
be a space/time capsule that 
“should” blend in with the surroun- 
dings of wherever it landed. 

If you’ve ever seen the first episode 
where the ship landed in fog in an old 
junk yard, it materialized as a London 
Police Call Box, something familiar to 
that time and space (and of course 
a very inexpensive prop!). Additional- 
ly, to create a more spicy fantasy, I 
decided that this ship must be larger 
on the inside than it was on the outsie; 
that was only reasonable. 

I also asked that in every other story 
we travel back in time and recreate 
some historical event. In this way, we 
could take these contemporary peo- 
ple (two teachers, a student and this 
crotchety old geezer) back in time to 
when Julius Ceasar and his legion- 
naires arrived on the shores of 
England; we went to Rome while Nero 
fiddled, we even went to Tombstone, 
Arizona! But as I reflect, while each of 
the historic adventures were very 
good, very funny (I always insisted 
that there be an air of lunicay involv- 
ed with each story) the ratings were 
never quite as good as the outer 
space stories. 

As brilliant as this all seems now, I must 
confess that my reai genius turned out 
to be that t asked this girl who had 
worked for me as my production assis- 
tant at ABC (Thames) Television to 
become the first producer of Doctor 
Who. I felt ! really didn’t have anyone 
on staff at BBC who could do it. Of 
course, this was Verity Lambert, 

Verity Lambert is one ot the most 
powerful and influential figures in 
British film and television today, Less 
than twenty years after her first job as 
a producer, she was voted business 
woman of the year by the Institute of 
Directors and the champagne com- 
pany, Veuve Cliquot. This is one of the 
highest awards in the U.K. Not only 
was Verity Lambert the first producer 
for the Doctor Who series, but the first 
woman producer in BBC history! 

When we asked Verity about the 
popular rumour that Doctor Who was 
a time filler and would only last for six 
weeks; 

Doctor Who was never intended to 
last just six weeks. Right from the 
beginning, we were told it would be a 
year round production. By the time 
the first episode was screened we 
had most of our scripts together for 
the rest of the season. One thing we 
didn't know was there would be, in 
fact, another season after the first! 

How did you figure out what type of 
mix the TARDIS crew would have to 
have? How would you define the roles 
of each of the companions? 

The format was pretty well defined by 
the time I arrived. Donald Wilson had 
already given the job of writing the first 
story to Anthony Cobum together with 
firm guidelines as to how the 
characters would be broken down, 
The Doctor was to be irascible and un- 
predictable You didn’t know at that 
time if the TARDIS actually belonged 
to him or even if he could operate it 
properly. What nobody wanted was a 
conventional dotty old professor so it 
was stressed that the Doctor should 
be something of an anti-hero to begin 
with. Susan was his original traveling 
companion to mix knowledge with 
naivety, though it was Anthony 
Coburn who cast her as the Doctor’s 
grand-daughter. I know it's very much 
a part of the program nowadays but 
at the beginning I think Anthony 
Coburn felt there was something not 
quite proper about an old man travel- 
ing around the galaxy with a young 
girl for a companion. Ian was there to 
be the hero figure and to be physical- 
ly adept, with Barbara on hand to 
solve the human orientated problems 
posed by the Doctor and Susan be- 
ing something special. 


David Whitaker was your script editor 
and in charge of finding writers for 
Doctor Who. With the series being so 
revolutionary, especially for the BBC, 
how did he determine who some of 
the writers would be? 

David chose Terry Nation on the 
strength of science fiction work he 
had already done for ITY ‘Journey In- 
to The Unknown.” At first we were a bit 
wary about accepting his story line 
about the Daleks because of the 
bug-eyed monster concept. 



Sydney Newman had outlined a 
series that was part educational 
towards history and part educational 
towards science; the aim being to ex- 
pose children to science and history 
and hopefully interest them in it. I 
didn’t feel the Daleks altered Sydney 
Newman’s format mainly as they were 
in fuctioning mechanical cases. 

Dennis Spooner was known mostly for 
comedy and as our scripts started 
coming in I decided I wanted to ex- 
periment with putting comedy into 
Doctor Who The Romans (an early, 
humorous story) perhaps didn’t work 
very well although I liked it enormously 
and I know Bill (Hartnell) felt much 
more comfortable doing comedy 
than all the scientific stuff. 

The Daleks created a tremendous 
success early on with the program, 
but they also created some real inter- 
nal crisis, did they not? 

The crisis came when Donald Wilson 
saw the scripts for the first Dalek serial. 
Having spent so much time defen- 
ding Doctor Who, because he believ- 
ed in it, he saw the Daleks just as bug 
eyed monsters which went against 
what he felt should be the theme of 
the science fiction stories. There was 
a strong disagreement between us; in 
fact it went as far as Donald Wilson 
telling us not to do the show. What sav- 
ed it in the end was purely the fact 
that we had nothing to replace it 
within the time allowed. It was Daleks 
or nothing, 

What was very nice though was 
Donald Wilson coming up to me after 
the Daleks had taken off and saying, 
“You obviously understand this pro- 
gram better than i do. i’ll leave it to 
you." 

Locking into the past, what was it like 
being a cornerstone in a legendary 
series like Doctor Who? 


It was very tiring to do but at the same 
time very stimulating due to the enor- 
mous freedom the format presents. 
There was always something fresh to 
see and the environment of the pro- 
gram continually changed. It has 
never lost its ability to fascinate au- 
diences and to frighten them as well. 
I did not much care for the Caveman 
story as a whole but the ending of 
episode one is an absolutely magical 
sequence. 

There was no dialogue during those 
last few minutes; it was all done visual- 
ly, and I think, with great invention, tak- 
ing the four central figures on a ride 
through time to that desert and then 
ending with the shadow falling over 
the landscape It summed up just how 
new Doctor Who was as a concept. 

If you're beginning to get the feeling 
that Doctor Who was attracting top- 
flight people right from the start, 
you're correct. Sydney Newman was 
not only one of the pioneers of Cana- 
dian and British Television, but as 



head of BBC Drama, he oversaw 750 
television programs . .and lived to tell 
about it! Verity Lambert, David 
Whitaker... just a few names of very 
talented, very bright people who at- 
tracted top notch pros, surrounded 
themselves with winners. 

Talent, of course, did not stop at the 
staff. Doctor Who went after top British 
actors to star and co-star in the series. 
William Russell, who played the part 
of Ian Chesterton, was then a bright 
young star of the stage as well as 
television and was hotly sought after 
for the role of the "Earthling Hero," How 
does William Russell respond to ques- 
tions regardi ng Doctor Who? Let's find 
out: 

How did you get into Doctor Who? 

Well, Doctor Who was suggested to 
me by Verity Lambert who got in 
touch with me and said that she’d like 
me to play this character called Ian. 
So we had various conversations and 
I met Billy, Jackie and Carole. 

Then, very quickly, we did the first 
Dalek one and it was then that the 
series really took off. The first time I 
realized that it was going to be suc- 
cessful was picking up a copy of The 
Evening Standard and seeing a car- 
toon of General De Gaulle as a Dalek! 
When they start using things like that 
you realize that it’s got a big appeal. 

Do you remember doing a pilot for 
the first story, ’The Tribe of Gum?" 

I remember we did the first episode all 
over again because Sydney Newman 
came and saw it and said, “Do it 
again!” So we all went back and did 
the whole thing all over again! So that 
wasn’t a pilot - it was an attempt to get 
it right the first time! 

Were you given a brief for your 
character or was it something you 
developed yourself? 

Well, we talked about it alot; the sort 
of person he was going to be, the 
character they wanted, how Jackie 
and I would fit into it, and all those 
relationships. Of course the characters 
did develop as a result of the stories. 

What were your initial impressions of 
your three colleagues? 

I was very impressed with Billy 
because he had been such a famous 
character-actor in British films. He was 
marvellous in “Brighton Rock” and 
wonderful in “The Way Ahead.” Billy 
played a sergeant in that one and 
was really terrific so it was very nice to 
meet him. Jackie and Carole i didn’t 
know. It was certainly true that we 
formed a very happy little group with 
Verity and the directors we had. 

What did you think of the scripts? 
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Well, we used to argue furiously about 
them! The first story seemed to us to 
be absolutely extraordinary because 
we went back to the Stone-Age and 
the actors had to do Tarzan-like ac- 
ting. We could hardly rehearse it, we 
all laughed so much! 

One of the things we used to argue 
about alot was that we sometimes felt 
the writers were making us say things 
that we wouldn't say. We eventually 
got a script editor, Dennis Spooner, 
who was marvellous, Dennis came in- 
to it and coordinated the writers and 
raid, “You can't have Russell say that 
- he doesn't say that sort of thing,” We 
became very much a little family 
group but we were pushed around 
alot though; we started off recording 
at the Television Centre at about the 
time ! left. We all rehearsed in funny 
places that took a long time to get to 
But gradually it became very conve- 
nient, due to the show's success and 
we rehearsed across the road from 
Television Centre 

What are your memories of the first 
Dalek story? 

I can remember we had great dif- 
ficulties trying to move the Daleks. I 
had to push the lid off one of them 
and a horrible thing came out. They 
never did that again, did they, 
because they thought it was too 
frightening. My little daughter scream- 
ed when she saw the hand come out 
of it! In fact, what was in it was a young 
man sitting on a seat and pushing it 
around on castors! 

What did you think of the Dalek's 
design? 

It was amazing! We could never 
believe that they would become a 
world-wide success. What was clever 
about the design was that it was ex- 
tremely simple, but it had never been 
done before I realize now that all we 
had to do was get to the fop of some 
stairs and then they wouldn’t be able 
to come after us! We had a very 
adventurous director called Richard 
Martin, who had a Dalek in the 
Thames under Chelsea Bridge (DALEK 
INVASION OF EARTH) and it got stuck 
and couldn't move! We got to know 
the Dalek operators very well. Peter 
Hawkins, who did the voices, is a 
marvellous imitator and a very funny 
man. 

Do you remember the historical 
stories? 

I can remember Marco Polo, the very 
first one. We had an enormous 
number of costumes; the Marco Polo 
one was nice and there was a Roman 
one too. There was a very amusung 
adventure where I remember climb- 
ing into a box of matches (PLANET OF 
GIANTS) and I was sent down a 
lughole The matchbox was terrific but 
the matches were quite tricky as they 
were like enormous telegraph poles 
and could be quite dangerous when 
they rolled outl 

Were there ever any problems with 
the TARDIS interior? 

No, I don't think so. They invented the 
set as they went along. At first it was 
just that little control room set, but we 
never really had any problems with it. 

What was your schedule like? 

We met and discussed the script on 
Monday and rehearsed it and went 
into the studio on Saturday, it was alt 
within a week, and we had Sundays 
off. 

Was there anything that you thought 
was a bit too unbelievable? 

I thought it was alt unbelievable! i 
think what really mattered was 
whether the story was good, whether 
they kept to our characters, or 
whether if we would react in that 
way...these were the things that we 
were concerned about mainly. Billy 
was concerned whether Doctor Who 
would do this or that and so on...he 
did everything very well, very 
professionally. 


Did you have a lot of fun during film 
breaks? 

Yes, we had one phase at Riverside 
when we all decided that the can- 
teen food was so awful that we would 
all bring in something of our own. 
Sometimes I’d bring a salad, Billy 
would bring a pie and Verity (who is 
an excellent cook) would bring 
something too. And so we would have 
a little feast during lunch breakl We 
got on really well - 1 think that's part of 
the secret of our success. It’s exactly 
the same with theatre - any group of 
actors - if the group works then the 
product is good. It’s probably the 
same in any walk of life, if you get on 
with people you work with, then it’s a 
much happier situation to be in, 

How did you feel when Carole Ann 
Ford left the program? 

Do you know. I’d forgotten that she left 
the program at all! I remember when 
Maureen O’Brien came in. She's a very 
good actress. We didn’t like anyone 
leaving, but it’s something you get 
used to in the theatre so its not such 
turmoil. Maureen was very different. I 
think Carole had a sort of "unearthly" 
look about her, whereas Maureen 
looked more like an ordinary girt, i 
think Carole, out of all the assistants 
I've seen, was the only one to have 
that strange, unearthly quality about 
her. 

When you were on the program was 
there a lot of experimentation? 

Yes, the program was very experimen- 
tal in the beginning. There were many 
rows over whether they would use oil 
that music and sound effects. The BBC 
Electronics Workshop was very adven- 
turous and it was a very exciting 
period. 

Howdid you feel when you finally left 
the program? 

Well, i was very excited because I was 
going on to do two plays with Jackie 
Hill. It was nice to be back in the 
Theatre again. I’ve never had trouble 
finding work since, but I like the fact 
that I’ve done Doctor Who - and Sir 
Lancelot - the variety is ail part of an 
actor’s life. 

What made you decide to leave 

Doctor Who? 

I wanted to leave Doctor Who 
because I was getting into a nine-to- 
five mentality about it. I needed a 
change. Billy was furious; "What?!," he 
said. He was absolutely livid! I under- 
stand he was never happy with the 
series after Jackie Verity and I had left. 

Did you ever see William Hartnell 
again after the series? 

Sadly, I never did. It’s an extraordinary 
thing about the theatre - some peo- 
ple you do remain friendly with and 
see from time to time, but others 
whom you have had very close pro- 
fessional relationships with you never 
see again. We kept in touch through 
letters and the odd Christmas card, 
but we never saw each other again. 
I’ve never seen Carole again either 
(sic), i have seen Jackie from time to 
time, but Verity has become much 
more of a close friend of mine Now, of 
course, she’s a very successful lady, 
very high powered. Much deserved I 
think. 

Have you seen the program since 
leaving if? 

Yes, my children were great fans of it. 
The last one I saw, I thought was rather 
marvellous. It had all the Doctors in it 
(THE FIVE DOCTORS). 

My last theatre company, A.TC, 
played a trick on me; they invited me 
to a little tea party and when i got 
there they switched on the television 
to reveal a video of the very first Doc- 
tor Who story! 


Well, I've been out of the country 
rather a lot since 1980. With the A.TC, 
I’ve toured ail over the British isles, 
south America and Europe, and 
directed three of their workshop pro- 
ductions. My wife is Brazilian so we 
spend six months of the year there. 
I’ve been out of the country for over 
five years now, off and on. 

Jacqueline Hiii appeared in the show 
some years back as a viliainess. 
Would you ever consider returning to 
the program? 

Yes, I would. It would be nice to come 
back for something. One story, 
perhaps... 

Jacqueline Hill was another of the key 
ingredients in the early days of Doc- 
tor Who. She played the part of history 
teacher Barbara Wright. One of the 
more important aspects of her 
character was as a learned historian, 
to give earth's historic point of view 
when the TARDIS went back in time. 
Asked the inevitable question, how 
she became involved in Doctor Who, 
she answered: 

i was at a party one evening and the 
usual bunch of friends were there I’d 
known Verity iambert socially since 
she had joined the ABC television 
company for whom both my husband 
and myself had done some work. She 
was one of Sydney Newman's pro- 
teges, and by this stage she had 
transferred with him to the BBC where 
she had been asked to become a 
producer. Anyway, this party came at 
just the right point for me, because 
Verity was in the process of casting 
the regulars for her new television 
serial Doctor Who. We talked about it, 
and shortly afterwards she offered me 
the part of Barbara Wright, which I was 
more than happy to accept. Because 
of this good beginning, Verity and I 
always got along well. 

Ms. Hill credits much of the shows ear- 
ly success to the behind-the-scenes 
talent as well as the actors 
themselves: 

We had some very good directors, 
most of whom went onto big careers 
and even bigger success. We were 
lucky in having people like Waris Hus- 
sein, who directed two stories - the first 
one, of course and "Marco Polo.” 

He was extremely sensisitve and knew 
how to work with actors on that kind of 
hectic time schedule so as to pro- 
duce the best possible end result. 
Christopher Barry was another and so 
was Richard Martin. Richard was quite 
a young man then, and I think the 
limitations of the show used to depress 
him quite a lot. That meant he would 
push everybody, including himself, ex- 
tra hard to produce a better result. I 
have very fond memories of all the 
crew who worked on Doctor Who. 
Mervyn Pinfield was another, and then 
there was David Whitaker. It was a 
great show for inventive new talents 
and the working atmosphere was 
very healthy. With Bill Hartnell so firmly 
at the helm, this helped create a 
sense of unity which stretched to our 
production assistants as much as our 
directors. Mostly they were all good. 

Were you surprised that the show has 
lasted so long? 

Yes, I think nearly everbody, including 
the BBC underestimated it’s appeal. 
We had quite a long running contract 
which bound us up initially for a year 
as I recall, but which had a number of 
clauses which meant that they (the 
BBC) could drop you or the series, or 
both whenever they felt like it. 

So in effect, they had the best of both 
worlds. It was lucky we had such a 
good time and were so well treated. 
Looking at the show’s durability now, 
it is a quite amazing phenomenon, 
although it was an excellent idea, 
particularly for its time. I think it has 
managed to last so long because it 
has this ability to change and 
develope. it's never the same, so 
nothing gets too boring or familiar. I’m 
very surprised they even rested it.." 


The outline for the beginning of Doc- 
tor Who was taking place beautiful- 
ly: extraordinary talent and Innova- 
tion on behalf of the series creator 
and staff personnel as well as the su- 
pporting actors. Characters of lan 
and Barbara would be the stabilizing 
factors now to create a third, perhaps 
more unusual companion. 

From the beginning, Sydney Newman 
had an obvious deep respect for 
children and the degree of 
sophistication they would demand 
from television. The television industry 
was years away from any decent 
special effects (not that Doctor Who 
would have had the budget for it!), so 
the strength of the four characters 
and actorsbctresses that would play 
them would have to be formidable. 
The whole feeling would have to be 
of a small group of close-knit 
travelers, constantly under the threat 
of danger beyond the sanctuary of 
the TARDIS. 

Other characters would be intro- 
duced, only to make their exits short- 
ly thereafter, thus strengthening the 
viewers identification of the regulars 
and their abiblities to cope with com- 
pletely new situations, week after 
week. 



The casting of Susan, the Doctor's 
grandaughter, would be one of the 
more difficult decisions to make. The 
production team went through a lot 
of auditions (including Jackie Lane 
who eventually landed the part of 
Dodo Chaplet later on) before they 
chose Carole Ann Ford. Ironically, 
Carole Ann had never attended any 
formal acting school: this is not to say 
she was inexperienced. Ms. Ford first 
appeared in the movies when she 
was eight years old. After “retiring" for 
a few years to attend school, she 
emerged again at the age of 15 and 
worked on stage and in television 
constantly until she landed the part of 
Susan Foreman. The plan from the 
beginning would be to portray Susan 
as a slightly weird teenager: very 
bright, perhaps even telepathic with 
fantastic physical prowess. After all, 
she was an alien from a different 
planet and although the telepathy 
and physical attributes were even- 
tually discarded, there was a feeling 
of vast intelligence behind her naive 
face, Susan's look would even be dif- 
ferent of the acceptable fashions of 
the fifties and early sixties of England. 
The Brits were still a year away from 
the eventual pop culture explosion. 
Verity Lambert had always had an 
eye for fashion trends and instructed 
Co role Ann Ford to cut her beautiful, 
long hair. Carole Ann was allowed to 
use her own hair stylist. He designed 
a look especially for Susan Foreman; 
a look that would eventually make 
this young stylist famous around the 
world. His name was Vidal Sassoon. 

"We never got any recognition for if, 
but Vidal’s short geometric look, 
which made his name and got him in- 
to the news had never before been 
seen. He designed that look for Susan 
foreman, and even arranged to open 
his shop specially for me one evening 
so I could be ready for production the 
next day. I think it’s a feather in Doc- 
tor Who’s cap that we created the 
look which launched Vidal Sassoon 
on his road to fame and fortune.” 


What acting have you done recently? 
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One of the notable reasons that 
Carole Ann Ford was chosen for the 
part of Susan would become a 
trademark of a long lisf of the Doctor's 
companions. Verity Lambert and 
director Waris Hussein saw Carole 
Ann in a recording session of “Man or 
a Bicycle" 

They were impressed with her ability 
to convey terror to the audience, to 
act a very trauma-ridden part convin- 
cing and behave hysterically. 

To further perpetuate the success of 
Doctor Who, the stars became very in- 
volved with charity functions and 
public appearances. The press 
became enamored with the entire 
cast, crew and series. Ms. Ford recalls: 

"Then there was the press. They went 
mad on Doctor Who. On the few oc- 
casions, l did get some time off to go 
somewhere, there would be 
photographers everywhere, beseig- 
ing me at the airport as if I was some 
international film star going to 
Hollywood. It realty was extraordinary’ 

As we explore the “whys" of What 
Makes Who Tick, we must recognize 
the lead character, the very first Doc- 
tor: William Hartnell, His mates called 
him Billy. Underneath his tough face 
(which many thought was merely a 
front for his shyness and fear of being 
taken advantage of) was a gentle, 
vulnerable and caring man. 
Everyone who worked with him 
adored him. He was a well known ac- 
tor in Great Britain and was carefully 
sought after and chosen for the part 
by Verity Lambert. Hartnell was 
everything Ms. Lambert was looking 
for. Lovable at times, while other times 
he could be very frightening. 
Sometimes, he would show flashes of 
genius and a caring nature, while 
other times he would seem senile, 
even irritating. Children related to him 
so much because they saw in him an 
adult who behaved in the way that 
they did, He wasn't perfect; he was 
totally anti-establishment!" What Hart- 
nell gave to the character of the Doc- 
tor was the common link between 
him and all the future Doctors (up to 
the present): unpredictability. Never 
let the audience get too settled in; 
keep them off balance. 

Unconsciously, William Hartnell 
possessed a charismatic almost hyp- 
notic charm for the viewing au- 
dience. Children loved him; adults 
respected him, t remember when we 
went to Longieat, England for the 20th 
Celebration, a gentleman in his late 
sixties approached me. He asked me 
what brought us to Bath (an ancient 
town not far from longieat., .where we 
had rented a car.) 

We told him about the Doctor Who ex- 
travaganza we were going to, where 
upon he began to tell us everything 
he didn't tike about the series and aTl 
the Doctors from Davison back, When 
he came to William Hartnell, he 
almost went into a trance. 

His eyes literally stared and glazed 
over and his look became more calm 
and distant as he said, “now he was 
my Doctor he was THE DOCTOR," 



Hartnell captured the hearts and im- 
agination of all of Great Britain. Doc- 
tor Who captured Hartnell. 


My agent said the part was that of an 
eccentric old grandfather-come- 
professor type who travels in space 
and time. Well, I wasn’t that keen, but 


I agreed to meet the producer. Then, 
the moment this brilliant young pro- 
ducer, Verity Lambert started telling 
me about Doctor Who, l was hooked, 
It may seem like hindsight now, but i 
just knew that Doctor Who was going 
to be an enormous success. Don’t ask 
me how. Not everybody thought as I 
did. I was universally scoffed at for my 
initial faith in the series, but I believed 
in it. 



it was magical. We did it for forty-eight 
weeks a year in those days and it was 
very hard work. But I loved every 
minute of it. To me, kids are the 
greatest audience and the greatest 
critics in the world. ( couldn’t go out in- 
to the streets without a bunch of kids 
following me I felt like the Pied Piper. 
Everyone calls me Doctor Who and I 
feel like i actually am him. I’m hyp- 
notized by him. I’m “The High Lama of 
the Planet". He created an air of a 
confident, tight knit family with cast 
and crew alike: yet another 
trademark for Who teams throughout 
the years. 

Like so many of the Doctors after him, 
Hartnell felt he Was actually Doctor 
Who. Many of the other Doctors are 
science fiction buffs; William Hartnell 
was no different. He genuinely be- 
lieved in intelligent life forms and be 
ingsfrom outerspace. Hefeltextrater- 
restials knew we were here, too, but 
didn't have the technology to get in 
touch with us. 



We must realize the Daleks were the 
most noteworthy, press worthy, 
science fiction item of the 1960's. They 
were created by Terry Nation, design- 

6 


ed by Raymond Cusick, built by 
Showcraft Models, voiced by Peter 
Hawkins and David Graham with the 
reverberation echos done by Ray 
Angel (along with a host of other's in- 
put and help). The Daleks were as an 
important ingredient to Doctor Who 
as any other From their very first 
episode, they stirred the imagination 
of the entire British television au- 
dience: Aside from the foundation 
and basic human brain and talent 
trust, in the beginning, the Daleks 
played a major part in What Made 
Who Tick. 

Until the next issue (whenever that 
time, in this space shall be)... .stay 
tuned. £ 
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Undoubtedly a major influence on Dr. 
Who's decline was the film Star Wars 

- which brought a sudden change of 
emphasis away from the storyline 
(surely the lifeblood of the show) to the 
"look" of the programme - despite the 
fact that “Doctor Who" can never 
hope to compete in terms of special 
effects. 

We have now reached the stage 
where the introduction of “guest stars" 
makes it impossible for the audience 
to suspend its disbelief any longer, 

Last week the producer reportedly 
hailed the programme as “the new 
Moreecambe And Wise Show." say- 
ing: "Everyone wants to do it" - and 
most of the fans despaired, What next 

- Angela Rippon as the dancing alien 
newscaster? 

Fatal errors have also been made in 
the casting of the fead role. Suc- 
cessful though the Tom Baker Doctor 
was, it was a mistake to keep him in 
the role for seven years - he was a 
tough act to follow. 

It was an even bigger mistake to at- 
tempt to replace him with a watered- 
down character played by Peter 
Davison - tagged “the Wet Vet in 
Space" in his time, the Doctor 
degenerated into a kind of juvenile 
public school Biggies, 

Both Colin Baker and Sylvester McCoy 
have continued a tendency to “ham 
it up." 

A case point is villainess Kate O'Mara. 
who last played “the Rani," an evil 
Timelord nearly four years ago in 
austere makeup and utilitarian 
leather costume, This week she reap- 
peared in full Dynasty hairdo, 
shoulder pads and lurex. 

And why bring back the same pro- 
duction team after an 18 month 
break? 

After eight years, no television pro- 
ducer can bring new enthusiasm 
and a fresh eye to Doctor Who. It was 
surely time for new blood. 

Producer John Nathan-Turner has 
placed his own light entertainment in- 
terpretation upon the programme, 
resulting in a plethora of spangles, se- 
quins and lurex. And yet the viewing 
figures show that this approach is not 
popular. 

Whether through the short-sighted in- 
eptitude ot the planners or the ex- 
cesses of the production team. Doc- 
tor Who (as a popular television show) 
is slowly but surely being killed. 

1 suspect that by scheduling the show 
against Coronation Street, the BBC 
may be hoping to kill it oft for good 
after this season - or at most allow it 
to limp into its 25th Anniversary next 
year before the end. 

Michael Grade said last week that 
’The jury is still out on this show." 

He's thrown down the gauntlet but he's 
making a tragic mistake. In the light 
of its versatile format, most of us are 
convinced that a change of produc- 
tion team and a return to serious plot- 
ting and good casting could well see 
the programme on its way to a most 
satisfactory regeneration. 

Otherwise, perhaps the BBC would 
consider selling the rights to ^ 
Channel 4... 


Lionhearts own Doctor Who Club 

Lionheart Televison, distributors of 
Doctor Who to PBS in America and the 
wholly-owned subsidiary of BBC Enter- 
prises of London has announced its 
intention to start its own fan club! As 
their Exhibition Trailer rolled through 
the USA, they took names from fans at- 
tending the show. The cost is $5.00 
and you'll get four newsletters a year 
for your money, lionheart would like 
you to send your money to: Lionheart, 
PO Box 2030, Media, PA 19603. 
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is the author of 'The Early Years"; 
possibly the finest piece ever written 
on Doctor Who. He also published a 
series of Doctor Who magazines ca li- 
ed "Space and Time", if you have any 
of his magazines or his book, you 
already know his integrity as a writer. 
Jeremy's new project will be a mon- 
thly reference publication which will 
chart its way sequentialy through the 
Doctor Who serials, one story per 
month, starting with “Robot". Each 
issue will go behind the scenes with 
interviews and quotes from the peo- 
ple who were involved with that par- 
ticular story. 1 would like to wish him 
good luck on the series and speak- 
ing for fandom, Whoquarters eager- 
ly awaits his first issue. ! know each one 
will be great (otherwise, J.J. wouldn't 
bother him with iti), We don't know, as 
of yet, how you'll be able to obtain this 
new series (by the way, it's called 
“Doctor Who In-Vision"). However, if 
you are interested, cali us after the first 
of the year or send an inquiry ad- 
dressed to us, attentioned "Doctor 
Who in-Vision" along with a SASE and 
well let you know. 

As you might have noticed, we took 
the Doctor Who Festival off the road 
for 1987, As you further may have 
noticed (by my snitty little digs at 
Lionheart) the Hearts ot Lion and the 
Quarters of Who have not been the 
best of friends lately. It all started 
when, in 1986, Lionheart pitched 
DWFCA to endorse and help run their 
Doctor Who Exhibition Trailer Tour. 
There were certain and obvious pro- 
blems ! had with their tour and so I 
declined. Instead of being graceful 
abouf it, they put me on notice that 
those who were not with them, were 
against them, And in December of 
1986, we were fold since we were 
against Lionheart, they were going to 
put us out of business..,do their own 
tour, start their own fan club, produce 
their own merchandise, eta. Well, 
after a year, we're still here but not 
without scars. We're going to fight till 
the bitter end and feel, if you con- 
tinue to support us, we'll be around for 
a longtime We ask that you continue 
your membership with DWFCA and 
renew. Most importantly, keep sup- 
porting your PBS affiliate around Doc- 
tor Who insofar as our Festivals are 
concerned, we are going to test the 
waters after the first of the year and 
bring Peter Davison to Dallas and to 
Houston. If itworks out well, we'll plan 
for a 25th Anniversary Tour. However, 
if Lionheart continues to insist that we 
cannot show any Doctor Who videos 
at our shows, we will abandon those 
plans too. They have the support of 
BBC Enterprises and, even though we 
have the people power, they have 
the money power and we can't com- 
bat them both, I will only soy two final 
things: First of all, DWFCA will conduct 
the ran club, support Doctor Who and 
promote the series as long as you 
want us to. We have a love affair with 
this crazy television show and its fans 
and we do not want it to end. And 
finally; may the gas passed by every 
last Whovian around the world fill the 
noses and lungs of the Lionhearf/BBC 
Enterprise executives and their 
employees until the Master and the 
Rani join in Holy Wedlock! £ 


OPINION F%PM 



Dr. Who has become part of Show Biz 
with guest stars and fancy new titles 
and terrible scripts. It al! seems to be 
designed for American conventions; 
just a piece of merchandise which 
seems a great pity after its original 
“quirkiness." An excerpt from a 
Christmas card sent to Whoquarters 
from a very popular star of Doctor 
Who's past. 
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1988 DWFCA ORDER FORM 

NAM E 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE ( ) DATE 


# 

QTY 

DESCRIPTION SIZE 

PRICE 

SHPG 

rTEM 

TOTAL 

SHPG 

TOTAL 

6001 


’Diamond Logo Enamel Pin 

$4.00 

.50 



6003 


• Police Box Enamel Pin 

4.00 

,50 



6004 


* K-9 Enamel Pin 

4.00 

.50 



6005 


’Question Mark Enamel Pin 

4.00 

.50 



6030 


* Neon Logo Enamel Pin 

4.00 

.50 



6022 


‘Tom Baker Enamel Pin 

6.00 ! 

,50 



6023 


‘Colin Baker Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6024 


‘Jon Pertvee Enamel Pin 

6.00 

,50 



6025 


‘Peter Davison Enamel Pin 

600 

,50 



6026 


‘William Hartnell Enamel Pin 

600 

,50 



6027 


‘Patrick Traughton Enamel Pin 

6.00 

,50 



6028 


‘Timeiord Hearts Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6029 


‘New Dalek Enamel Pin 

4.00 

.50 



6033 


“Sylvester McCoy Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6034 


‘Giant Robot Enamel Pin 

6.00 

,50 



6045 


‘Leela Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6046 


‘Tardis Console Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6047 


■ Cyberman Enamel Pin 

6.00 

.50 



6041 


‘ My Tardis Bumper Sticker 

1,50 

,50 



6042 


‘ Doctor Who Bumper Sticker 

1.50 

.50 



7001 


‘Metropolitan Police Box Model Kit 

12.95 

2.05 



7003 


K-9 Stuffed Toy 

49.95 

5.25 



7005 


“Diamond logo Wallet 

5.00 

1.00 



7009 


‘Neon Logo Wallet 

5.00 

1.00 



7015 


‘Doctor Who Apron 

12.00 

1.75 



7020 


Diamond Logo Tote Bag 

10.00 

2.25 



7025 


Diamond Logo Cap 

8.00 

2.00 



7038 


Police Box Towel 

17.95 

3.05 



7040 


Police Box Magic Mug 

10,00 

2.75 



7 040 A 


Police Box Magic Mug Special 

30.00 

7.50 



7041 


Full Colour Diamond Logo Mug 

10.00 

2.75 



7043 


Police Call Box Key Fob 

4. DC 

.95 



7044 


‘Police Box Magic Glass Tumbler 

10.00 

2,75 



1240 


Timeiord T-Shirt 


18.00 

2.25 



1350 


1 Love Doctor Who T-Shirt 


12,00 

2.25 



1060 


•Dalek T-Shirt 


12.00 

2.25 



1260 


’K-9 T-Shirt Adult 


12.00 

2.25 



1260A 


“ K-9 T-Shirt Childrens 


10,00 

1.75 


* 

1400 


‘Diamond Logo Satin Jacket 


45.00 

3.25 



5730 


NEW Tardis Shirt 


15.00 

2.25 



5710 


25th Anniversary Shirt (LS) 


18.00 

2.50 



5720 


25th Anniversary Shirt (S3] 


15.00 

2.25 



2230 


Diamond Logo Polo Shirt 
(please specify colour) 


17.50 

2.25 



1830 


“Diamond Logo 3/4 Red Sleeve Jersey 


14.00 

225 



1860 


‘Six Doctors Shirt 


13.00 

2.25 



1880 


“Diamond Logo 3/4 Blue Sleeve Jersey 


14.00 

2.25 



1870 


“Full Colour Diamond Logo Sweatshirt 


20.00 

2.50 



4510 


Glow in the Dark T-Shirt 


9.00 

2.25 



5520 


“ 2-Colour Diamond Logo on Burgundy T-Shirt 


12.00 

2 25 



5540 


‘2-Colour Diamond Logo on Gold T-Shirt 


12.00 

2 25 



5550 


* 2-Colour Diamond Logo on Sliver T-Shirt 


12.00 

2.25 



5580 


‘2- Colour Diamond Logo on Red T-Shirt 


12,00 

2.25 



1 5590 


’2-Colour Diamond Logo on Royal T-Shirt 


12.00 

2.25 



5620 


‘2-Colour Diamond Logo on Navy T-Shirt 


12.00 

225 



5630 


‘2-Colour Diamond Logo on Green T-Shirt 


12.00 

2.25 



6009 


Doctor Who Watch 

19.95 

3.05 



7042 


' Neon Logo Mug (Navy and Chrome) 

8.00 

2.75 



8019 


Jelly Babies (Bakers Dozen) 

15.00 

5.00 




Dr. Who Photos 


9901 

9911 

9921 

9931 

All Photos 

9902 

9912 

9922 

9932 

S5.5Q Each 

9903 

9913 

9923 

9933 

Plus SO. 75 

9904 

9914 

9924 

9934 

Shipping 

9905 

9915 

9925 

9935 

and 

9906 

9916 

9926 

9936 

Handling 

9907 

9917 

9927 

9937 


9908 

9918 

9928 

9938 


9909 

9919 

9929 

9939 


9910 

9920 

9930 

9940 


TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOS ORDERED: 


5.50 


Site TOTAL 

Orders from outside the United States must be sales tax 

paid for in US Funds, Add 7.1% Tax for purchases shpg total 

made inside Colorado. grand total 

Make your purchase with MasterCard or VISA 

Visa/Mastercard Card* „ 

Expiration Date __ 

Name on Card (as it reads) 

NOTE: Some items on special (For DWFCA members) may not necessarily reflect so in the 
order form price column, 

•Asterisk means item is available. However there is no photo reference shown In 
this issue 

Alt merchandise to be shipped to customers within 4-6 weeks of DWFCA' $ receipt of order. 
In case of any back orders, customer will be notified within 1-3 weeks. 

For further information, call 303-293-2228 Monday thru Friday from 10 AM - 4PM MST. 


DWFCA 

AFFILIATES 

CHARTER 

CHAPTERS 


Arcalians of Albuquerque 
13508 Chico Court N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Contact: Michael McAfee 

Bay - Area Unit 
570 Webster Drive 
Martinez, CA 94553 
Contact: Anamaria Zavala 

The Buffalo Time Council 
145 Baynes Ave. 

Buffalo, NY 14213 
Contact: Dennis Blake 

DWFCA Tampa Bay Chapter 
RO. Box 340120 
Tampa, FL 33694 
Contact: Christy Strong 

Earthbound Timelords 
RO. Box 653 
Milan, IL 61264 
Contact: Joffre Wise II 

The Jersey Jaragoth 

14 Mills St. *2 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
Contact: Mark Modig 

The Prydonians of Prynceton 
359 Nassau Street 
Princeton, NJ 08543 
Contact: Tom Beck 

Prydonian Renegades of Lafayette 
ob Preston & Associates 
PO. Box 2732 
West Lafayette. IN 47906 
Contact: Stuart Weiss 

Radio Free Gallifrey 
RO. Box 9853 
Spokane, WA 99209 
Contact: Clay Breshears 

Rochester United Whovians 

15 Southridge Drive 
Rochester, NY 14626 
Contact: Sandy Pannoni 

Gallifreyan Embassy of long Island 
232 Hoke Ave. 

Oceanside, NY 11572 
Contact: Louis Trapani 

Tangi Tardis Travelers 
PO. Box 1975 
Hammond, LA 70404 
Contact: Gwyn Ross 

Theta Sigma Society 
Rd. *\, Box 65 
Ringoes, NJ 08551 
Contact: Mary Ann Mason 

Time Meddlers 
704 N. Camden Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Contact: Daniela Gura 

Unearthly Children 
RO. Box 652 
Richmond, PA 18954 
Contact: Wil Shrader 

Whoniversity of Minnesota 
15301 Wil I wood Drive 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 
Contact: Michael lee 

Guardians of Gallifrey 
9557 Montello Drive 
Orlando, FL 32817 
Contact: Diane Milkelsen 

Timelords of Brainerd 
RO. Box 240 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
Contact: Larry Paschelke 


SEND 

ORDERS 

TO: 


Doctor Wtio Fan Club of America 
Cherry Creek Station 
P.O. Bax 6024 
Denver, Colorado 80206 


Make all checks and/or money orders 
pdyable to: DWFCA 



■til AC If & BODY CI,I! It 


■ © iM?ir own : a 


JOIN THE GALLIFREY BEACH AND BODY 
CLUB 

Be among the growing membership 
of Gallifreys finest beach and body 
building club. You'll receive a great 
looking shirt with the above logo on 
it. You'll look Maawvelousin your new 
shirt! Usual membership is 
120,000,000 zilliaks ($15.00 U.S.A, cur- 
rency). However, if you're a member of 
DWFCA, you can join for a lim ited time 
only for 96,000,000 zilliaks ($12.00 
U.S.A. currency) plus $2.25 (18,000,000 
zilliaks) shipping and handling. Simp- 
ly fill out the form below and send the 
proper U.S.A. currency to: Gallifrey 
Beach and Body Club, PO Box 6198, 
Cherry Creek Station, Denver, Col- 
orado 80206. 

NAME . 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

SIZE SHIRT S M L XL CIRCLE ONE 



There were so many funny captions to 
Volume 16's caption contest; we 
couldn't decide on one, so we pick- 
ed two. James Armbrust from Min- 
neapolis sent in: "Now that I have your 
attention, did you hear the one about 
the refrigerator, the microwave and 
the blender?" 


Kathy Henry (no address] writes in: 
"You and your new-fangled 
machinery, Doctor! This sonic washing 
machine put too much starch in our 
clothes!" Let's do it again! We have 
fun judging this contest and 1 know 
the folks submitting the captions have 
fun doing it. Here's the photo: 



Pick a humorous caption for the 
above photo and send it in dlong 
with your name and address. If yours 
is chosen as the funniest, you'll get 
your name printed in the next Who- 
vian Times and receive a FREE Doc- 
tor Who watch. 


COCrOf? WHO FAN CUJB QF AMERICA, 


WBCMAN TIMES 
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Official Metropolitan Police Box Mug 

10 ounce white ceramic mug with 
blue Fblice Box imprint. Seems normal 
enough until one pours hot liquid in- 
to the mug. then the Fblice Box disap- 
pears! dematerializes! poof! Sound 
mysteriously familiar? Has there ever 
been a coffee or tea mug you can 
actually have fun with? There is now. 


Our Fblice Box mug normally sells for 
$10.00, plus $2.75 shipping and 
handling. In celebration of our seven 
hundred and fiftieth or so year in 
business, we are offering a package 
of four magic mugs for $30.00 plus 
$7.50 shipping and handling. Offer 
good thru Jon rertwee's birthday [July 
7, 19881. Item #7040 


As you ii undoubtedly notice, there is 
no picture of this 25th Anniversary 
Special Shirt. The reason is, due to the 
fact this page is not full colour, this shirt 
would not show up well here. It would 
loose it's dazzle, and folks, they are 
dazzling. They are unquestionably, 
the most beautiful Doctor Who shirts 
ever made. Why haven't we ever 
come out with the shirts before? 
Because they are so bloody difficult 
to print! Let me explain.,. 

The shirts come only in short sleeve or 
long sleeve black 100% fine cotton. 
The Diamond logo is imprinted in full 
colour. The difficult part is, in order to 
make the colors "pop" the way they 


should, we have to print each of the 
colours twice, drying them between 
each printing. The result, of course, is 
quite simply the most gorgeous shirt 
we've ever made. If you've ever seen 
brilliant colours printed on black, you 
know what we mean. They ain't 
cheap and this is the only year we'll 
ever make them, so order now, 

Anywha ..the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 
short sleeve shirt sells for $15.00 plus 
$2.25 shipping and handling (item 
# 5710) and the long sleeve version is 
$18.00 plus $2.50 shipping and 
handling ( # 5720). Both items are, un- 
fortunately, NOT available for 
wholesale merchants. 


Glow in the Dark Shirt 

Don't be scared. You're brave 
enough to wear this Diamond logo 
shirt. Yes you are! When the lights go 
out, yourshirt turns on. Are you having 
funyet?Waittillyou hearthe price. We 
used to sell our glow in the dark shirts 
to anybody for $11.00. Now, were 
much more selective; were just going 
to sell the shirt to you. Honest. And for 
only $9.00. Don't hesitate, because 
right after Billy Hartnell's birthday in 
January (eighth] 1989, the sale is off! 
$2.25 shipping and handling. Item 
#4510 


Diamond logo Mug 

Tom Baker's favorite, Natch! 10 ounce 
ceramic mug with the finest logo 
Doctor Who ever produced 
emblazoned on front of mug in full 
colour. Guaranteed not to fade. Rich 
and brilliant looking if it's good 
enough tor Tom.. .$10.00 plus $2.75 
shipping and handling. Item #7041 
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Doctor Who Tote Bag 

How can you go to the beach, the 
store, the mall, the convention, the 
movie, the meeting, out to play or out 
to work without taking a Doctor Who 
Tote Bag with you? You cant, or at 
least you shouldn't. If you don't 
already have one, we may have 
solved your problem. Normally, our 
totes are S 10.00, however if you are a 
current DWFCA member, you may 
take 20% off the regular price and 
send us $8.00 plus $2.25 for shipping 
and handling. Don't miss out on the 
full colour silk screen canvas tote 
bag, becauses this sale will only last 
until August 20, 1988 when Brian 
Sloman's birthday party for Sylvester 
McCoy begins, Sylvester will be 44 
and Brian is throwing a two day par- 
ty for him at Briahs house and you're 
all invited, Bring your tote bags. Item 
#7020 
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l love Doctor Who Shirt 
Brought back by popular demand. 
Seems some of you didn't get one the 
first time around. Whoquarters has 
been asked (actually demanded) to 
bring this shirt back into the line so 
many times, we finally did it. Two col- 
our imprint (red hearts, of course) on 
a superb quality 50/50 blend T-shirt. 
$12.00 plus $2.25 shipping and 
handling. Item #1850 


K-9 Silver Lame Stuffed Toy 

Even though K-9 wasn't voted the most 
popular companion, he's our favorite! 
Won't you give one of these cute and 
cuddliesia home? He's Tardis trained 
and promises to be good and give 
you lots of love. 

Expertly crafted from silver lame, satin 
eyes and felt ears, nose and tail. 
Precious. $49.95 plus $5.25 shipping 
and handling. Item #7003 


The New Tardis Shirt? 

How can the Tardis or Tardis shirt be 
new? Still the same old Fblice Box. 
Well friends, this shirt used to be the 
best selling shirt in our line until the 
time came when everyone had one 
Hasn't yours worn out yet? Well throw 
it out and order this one today. What 
you don't see on this young lady is her 
back, If you did, you would notice 
right away the Diamond logo imprint 
is expertly done in full colour, 

This is a magnificent shirt.. actually, it's 
a fine combed cotton, the likes befit- 
ting the quality you would expect 
from the Doctor Who Fan Club of 
America and the new Tardis shirt. 
$15.00 plus $2.25 shipping and 
handling. Item #5730 


WV 


BONUS! 


Bonus Badge 

With the purchase of a Tardis shirt, you 
are entitled to one Fbtrick Troughton 
badge All you need to do is write 
'Patrick Troughton bonus badge re- 
quest' on your order form. 


PAGE IQ 


DOCTOR WHO FAN CW& Of AMERICA 


WHGV1AN TIMES 


VOUJME 17 














9905 


it’s about t i me ! 


1988 


Introductory Offer 

Hey, are you ready? let's have some 
fun. We've been holding back on this 
one folks. Well, actually, when we first 
introduced the Doctor Who watch at 
one of our festivals, we sold out of 
them in one hour! For one reason or 
another, it has taken us this long to 
come out with the Doctor Who Dia- 
mond Logo Watch. It's in full, we mean 
full colour from the imprint to the ac- 
tual watch. Finest quality: when peo- 
ple see you with this watch on they'll 
be certain of two things: 1) You're a 
Doctor Who fan, and 2) You're some 
kind of special. .case, Ourout-of-this- 
galaxy watch is an analog quartz 
crystal powered gizmo and will sell in 
you local sci-fi fix it shop for $24.95. If 
you take advantage of this introduc- 
tory offer before June 17th (Colin 
Bakers birthday), you may take $5.00 
off the price This of course translates 
to $19,381 plus $3.05 shock-proofed 
Shipping and handling. Item # 6009 


m win nuns 

WeVe arranged to carry BBC photographs tor sale to our members, it is somewhat of an expensive 
proposition because of the import cost, but we think, well worth it The photos are each 8 inches by 
6 inches and (even though they are shown here in black and white) they are beautifully printed in full 
colour. They cost 35.50 plus $-75 shipping and handling each. When ordering, simply note each 
photo desired by its corresponding number. We will carry an inventory of photos, so you can gene- 
rally expect a 2-4 week turn around on your order. However, if the response is heavy and we find we 
need to order more, two more weeks should be added. This is a new area for us, so bare with us. 
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Doctor Who Polo Shirt 

Everyone needs a little fashion in their 
life while they're having fun... you are 
having fun, aren't you? Anywho, if you, 
then you do, or at least you should.. .try 
a Polo Shirt from our selection of nine 
different colours (white, royal, kelly, 
red. navy, burgundy, ecru, teal and 
black). They're fine quality washable 
blends with ribbed collar and 
sleeves, placquet two button front. 
They used to be priced at $20.00, but 
we've shaved the price to a more 
reasonable $17,50 plus $2.25 ship- 
ping and handling. 

This price is good through January 
20, 1989 when Tom Baker celebrates 
his 55th birthday at Ronnie Scotts in 
bondon. Big party, you're all invited, 
item *2230 



Police Box Beach Towel 
8efore the Heart of the Lion began 
pumping black blood, way back in 
the days of Rassilon, there was a 
beach. And on this beach frolicked 
some of the most outrageous 
Gallifreyans of the day. And each one 
was a genius and individual in every 
way The only similarity among them 
was the towel they dried off on. Each 
one had a towel with a blue 
monolithic symbol printed on it. They 
were beautiful together, the 
Gallifreyans and their towels, well, by 
insistence from Whovians all over our 
planet, Whoquarters has made this 
monolithic towel available again! 
Your price is $17.95 plus $3.05 ship- 
ping and handling, Item *7038 
30 inches by 60 inches 




Two Year Membership for $5.00 

Fill this form out (or a copy ot same) 
and you will receive a two year 
DWFCA membership for $5.00. This of- 
fer expires on the birthdate of the late, 
great Fat Troughton, March 25, 1988. 
Included will be a bonus Patrick 
Troughton badge, membership card 
and 






Call Box Key Fob 

If you already own one of these key 
fobs, why don't you consider one for 
a friend? They're durable, great look- 
ing and will give you a super light 
when you most need it, Simply 
squeeze the Fbiice Box and the light 
turns on. The top of the flashlight even 
glows in the dark! Katy Manning once 
wrote "I don't know how T ever 
managed before I bought my Fbiice 
Boxs key fob torch. Please send five 
more just in case I loose this one!'' 
Order yours today. $4.00 plus $.95 
shipping and handling. Item # 7043 



A hat is a hat is a hat you say? Try this 
Doctor Who hat on for size today. The 
quality, the colours and the price is 
great, besides, our hats are the rage 
for 1988. $8.00 plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling. Item *7025 


Doctor Who Role Playing Game 

The Master has stolen a weapon that 
gives him ultimate control of time and 
space in the universe The Daleks are 
invading the Earth. The Cyberman 
are terrorizing the space lanes. And 
the Sontarans and the Rutans are 
battling to see who wins the galaxy. 

Only YOU, theTimelords and Compa- 
nions of the Celestial Intervention 
Agency, can stop these vlllians from 
changing the course of history. Your 
weapons are your wits and your TAR- 
DIS. To join the Doctor in his adven- 
tures to defeatthe foes of the universe, 
you only need your imagination, a 
pencil, some paper and this game! 


Simply send $17.00 plus $4.00 shipp 
ing and handling. Item *8506 



EVER WONDER 
WHAT THE 
TIMELORDS 
WEAR UNDER 
THEIR ROBES? 

Even if you pretend you’re 
not curious, you know you 
are The Production Office 
has allowed us to reveal 
half of the standard issue 
Timelord Under Garment. 
Of course, as you can see, 
the Upper Half is the short 
sleeve full colour Timelord 
T-Shirt. It has been 
decreed that Whovians, 
as well as Timelords may 
wear these shirts, Simply 
send $12.00 plus S2.25 
shipping and handling to 
Whoquarters, Item # 1240 
(We are the official sup- 
pliers for such items in this 
galaxy!) 








BONUS!! 




Bonus Badge 

With the purchase of a Fbiice Box 
gloss you ore entitled to one Doctor 
Who badge. All you need to do is 
write “Doctor Who bonus badge re- 
quest" on your order form. 


NEW Police Box Glass 

We know you can't buy everything, 
but this is a MUST! If you think having 
the Fbiice Box disappear on your cof- 
fee mug is cool, wait until you have 
the new glass that the Fbiice Box re- 
appears on! No joke Our 14 ounce 
glass tumbler has an old junkyard 
scene printed on it in black and 
white. When you pour cold liquid in- 
to it, a beautiful blue Fbiice Box 
magically appears on the glass. 
Radical, yes!? We don't have a pic- 
ture of one because they sell so fast, 
we haven't taken one; but have faith, 
it really works and we promise you'll 
love it, $10.00 plus $2.75 shock-proof 
shipping and handling. Item *7044 


Enamel Pins 

Our enamel pin line has grown 
again. In fact, we've even re-worked 
some of the old ones too. The Hartnell 
pin, both Baker pins, the Cyberman 
pin, and the Davison pin all have a 
new look, The line has become so ex- 
tensive, it's difficult to show each pin. 
The prices all depend on the size ot 
the pin. Number and colours includ- 
ed. They are cloisonee qualify, which 
is the finest of baked enamel. Each 
has a number and you wifi find them 
grouped together in the order form. 


For DWFCA 

Members Only! 

You Can Win A Trip 
To England! 


This is the new 1988 Win a Trip to 
England drawing. If you win you will 
receive a free round trip ticket to Lon- 
don, five days and four nights, free 
hotel (includes a proper English 
breakfast), free guided tours, theater 
tickets, museum tours, meal spending 
allowance and a $50.00 gift cer- 
tificate at Harrods. if Doctor Who is still 
being produced, well even see if we 
can get you into BBC Television Cen- 
tre and accompanying tours. Sound 
fun? There's only two things you have 
to do to qualify: 


1. You must be a member in good 
standing of DWFCA at the time of the 
drawing (Friday 13th, January 1989); 
and 2. You must sign up two new 
members to DWFCA, Simply use the 
forms below, til ling out the top form, 
giving us information of WHO you are. 
Then, fill out the bottom two forms for 
the two new members. You may 
recruit the new members or buy them 
DWFCA memberships as gifts. 


Anywho, send in the form, along with 
$5.00 per member ($10.00 total per 
form) to DWFCA membership, RO. Box 
6198, Cherry Creek Station, Denver, 
Colorado, 80206. Do not cut or 
seperate your name from the new 
members names. We will do that. You 
may recruit as many members as you 
wish, thus entering your name in the 
drawing as many times as possible. 


However, each time you send in the 
forms, it must have a total of three 
names on it (yours and the two 
members). Any winner under the age 
of 18 must submit a letter from higher 
parent or guardian allowing said 
child to make this trip relieving Who- 
quarters or any officer of DWFCA of 
any responsibilities. The trip will be 
made in June or July (whichever the 
winner prefers) of 1989, There is no 
purchase necessary on your part. This 
offer is void in areas where contest 
drawings and fun are prohibited. We 
hope you'll be able to recruit at least 
two new members, if not more. 


DWFCA is America's national Doctor 
Who fan club and now, more than 
ever the Doctor Who series, as welt as 
the fan club, need your undivided 
support. Good luck. 
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is part two $ 


permission of Gary Levy from the Doctor Who Bulletin of the United Kingdom. Still another portion 
comes to us through the efforts of the Doctor Who Production Office, BBC Television Centre, London, 
England. Finally, the rest of the research and compilation is done by our staff at Whoquarters. Rather 
than waste a page of the Whovian Times explaining each category listed in the guide, we suggest 
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We had no idea what we had gotten 
ourselves in for on this one folks. There 
were over 3,000 questionaires filled 
out and returned to us. Obviously ther 
was no way we could figure in all of 
them. The sample was taken from a 
random pick of a total of 740 
questonaires. Although some of the 
questions were silly, still others were 
fun. Some questions were stated 
poorly, thus your answers were not 
what we intended. .our fault (ie; what 
kind of TV do you own should have 
been asked , "what brand of TV do 
you own. ..many of you simply 
answered color or black and white. 
Never mind, there were enough of 
you who recognized our short- 
comings and answered correctly, 
Other catagories like vocations were 
so widely diversified, it was mind 
boggeling so we left it out. There were 
over 500 different vocations men- 
tioned with none really outstanding, 
except housewives and students], 

Anywho, thanks to ail of you who 
responded and here's our finding... 
WHO ARE YOU? 

* 18 AND UNDER NOT CONSIDERED IN 
POLL 

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF WHOVIANS 
ARE: 


FEMALE 

MALE 

MARRIED 

SINGLE 

CAR OWNER 

NON-CAR OWNER 

COMPUTER OWNER 

NON-COMPUTER OWNER 

COMPUTER OWNER 

NON-COMPUTER OWNER 

PBS MEMBERS 
NON-PBS MEMBERS 
'PROPERTY RENTER 
'PROPERTY OWNER 


62% 
38% 
26% 
74% 
69% 
31% 
38% 
62% 
61% 
(SEE NOTE) 
39% 
(SEE NOTE) 
71% 
29% 
41% 
59% 


AVERAGE TV PER HOUSEHOLD 2.43 


WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO YOU PREFER 


ROCK 

JAZZ 

CLASSICAL 
COUNTRY 
FOLK 
OTHER 
(BUUES, POP 
NEW AGE) 


45% 

9% 

21% 

14% 

11 % 

13% 

SHOW TUNES, ETHNIC, 


WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE DOCTOR? 


#-1 

1% 

#2 

11% 

# 3 

13% 

#4 

38% 

# 5 

23% 

*6 

14% 

HOW DO YOU TAKE 

YOUR COFFEE? 

BLACK 

24% 

CREAM & SUGAR 

12% 

CREAM 

6% 

SUGAR 

15% 

NOT AT ALL 

57% 


HOW DO YOU LIKE YOU TEA? 

STRAIGHT 20% 

MILK & SUGAR 18% 

SUGAR 19% 

MILK (CREAM) 11% 

HONEY 5% 

NOT AT ALL 27% 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED AT YOUR 
CURRENT ADDRESS? 


11.83 


YRS. 


AVERAGE AGE OF WHOVlAN 28.16 
TOP 5 FAVORITE SOFT DRINKS 

1. CLASSIC COKE 22% 

2. PEPSI 14% 

3. ROOT BEER 12% 

4. DIET COKE 10% 

5. GINGER POP 6% 

VOCATIONS ARE SO VARIED WE CAN- 
NOT SAY THERE IS AN OUTSTANDING 
PROFESSION AMONG WHOVIANS 
OTHER THAN HOUSEWIVES AND 
STUDENTS. THERE WERE OVER THREE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY DIFFERENT JOB 
DESCRIPTIONS. 

WHOVIANS ARE AVID READERS. THE 
AVERAGE WHOVlAN READS 38 BOOKS 
EACH YEAR! 

THE MOST POPULAR MAGAZINES 
(OVER FOUR HUNDRED MENTIONED IN 
SAMPLE TEST) IN ORDER ARE: 

DOCTOR WHO MAGAZINE 

NEWSWEEK 

MAD 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
THE NATION 
WHOVlAN TIMES 
GAMES 
TIME 

SEVENTEEN 
NEW YORKER 
BRITISH HERITAGE 
ROLLING STONE 
OMNI 
STARLOG 

HOW DO WHOVIANS LIKE THEIR EGGS? 


SCRAMBLED 
OVER EASY 
NOT AT ALL 
SOFT BOILED 
SUNNY SIDE UP 
FRIED ANY WAY 
HARD BOILED 
OVER MEDIUM 


38% 

10% 

10% 

8 % 

8% 

6 % 

6 % 

4% 


FAVORITE DOCTOR WHO COMPANION 
(TOP FIVE CHOSEN) 


SARAH JANE 

LEEIA 

TEGAN 

K-9 

JAMIE 

FAVORITE MUSICIAN(S) 

BEATLES 

BACH 

BEETHOVEN 
DAVID BOWIE 
PHIL COLLINS 
OTHERS 

FAVORITE HOBBIES 


24% 

16% 

13% 

11% 

8 % 


21 % 

14% 

11 % 

9% 

8 % 

37% 


33% 

17% 

9% 

9% 

6 % 

6 % 

20 % 


READING 
WRITING 
DRAWING 
PLAYING MUSIC 
NEEDLEWORK &OR SEWING 
HORSE BACK RIDING 
OTHER THINGS 
(LISTENING TO MUSIC, COLLECTING 
STAMPS, ROLE PLAYING GAME, VIDEO 
GAMES, PLAYING TENNIS) 

AVERAGE INCOME (18 YEARS & UNDER 
EXCLUDED) 

$18,150.00 

WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE ICE CREAM? 
(TOP 6) 

DRYER'S MINT CHOCOLATE 
BORDENS CHOCOLATE 


HAAGEN DAAS CHOCOLATE CHIP 
DRYERS VANILLA 
OREO COOKIE ICE CREAM 
BLUE BELL HOMEMADE VANILLA 

FAVORITE ACTOR 

HARRISON FORD 
PETER SELLERS 
PETER OTOOLE 
ALEC GUINESS 
JOHN HURT 

FAVORITE ACTRESS 

KATHERINE HEPBURN 
BARBARA STREISAND 
BETTE DAVIS 
GLENDA JACKSON 
KATHLEEN TURNER 

FAVORITE AUTHOR 

JOHN STEINBECK 
DOUGLAS ADAMS 
J.R. TOLKEIN 
ROBERT HEINLEIN 
AGATHA CHRISTIE 

FAVORITE COLOR 

BLUE 
GREEN 
RED 
BLACK 
PURPLE 

WHAT MAKES YOU MOST HAPPY 
MUSIC 

DOCTOR WHO 
FRIENDS 
EATING 
FRIDAYS 

WHAT MAKES YOU MOST UNHAPPY 

PRE-EMPTING DOCTOR WHO 
RUDENESS 

NARROW MINDED PEOPLE 
BAD DRIVERS 
HOMEWORK 

FAVORITE DOCTOR WHO STORY (10 
MOST MENTIONED) 

TWO DOCTORS 
INVASION OF TIME 
TALONS OF WENG CHIANG 
PYRAMIDS OF MARS 
GENESIS OF THE DALEKS 
CASTRAVALVA 
PLANET OF THE SPIDERS 
DEADLY ASSASIN 
MASK OF MANDRAGORA 
ARC OF INFINITY 

HOW MANY HOURS PER WEEK DO 
YOU... 


42% 

21 % 

17% 

10 % 

5% 


WATCH TV 

LISTEN TO THE RADIO 
READ 


17.5 HOURS 
18.8 HOURS 

15.5 HOURS 


AVERAGE NUMBER OF WHOVIANS 
WHO HAVE CHILDREN 

1.7 CHILDREN PER FAMILY 
12.5 YEARS OLD 

TOP 5 FAVORTIE TV PORGRAMS 
(BESIDES DOCTOR WHO) 

MASTERPIECE THEATER 

MAX HEADROOM 

MYSTERY THEATER 

MONTY PYTHON'S FLYING CIRCUS 

STAR TREK 

MOST POPULAR CARS WITH 
WHOVIANS 

FORD 

HONDA 

CHEVROLET 

TOYOTA 

VOLVO 

TONKA 

'YEARS OF EDUCATION 14.3 


HOW OFTEN DO WHOVIANS GO TO A 
PLACE OF WORSHIP? 


47% 

33% 

20 % 


FREQUENTLY 

INFREQUENTLY 

(ONCE, OR LESS PER MONTH) 
NEVER 

MOST POPULAR KIND OF TV'S 

1. RCA 

2. ZENITH 
3 GE 

A. MAGNAVOX 
5. SONY 


MOST POPULAR TYPES OF COMPUTERS 
OWNED 

1. APPLE 

2. TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 

3. COM ADORE 

4. IBM 

NOTE: ALTHOUGH 18 YR. OLDS WERE 
OMITTED FROM THIS SAMPLE, WE DID 
THE SAME TEST ON 18 YRS. AND 
YOUNGER, AND. INTERESTINGLY, 
FOUND THE FIGURES TO BE NEARLY 
REVERSED! 



In his many travels, the Doctor has met 
many people Can you find all of them 
in this puzzle? Look every way except 


WHAT IS THE WHOVIAN'S 

POLITICAL 

AFFILIATION? 


DEMOCRAT 

41% 

REPUBLICAN 

30% 

INDEPENDENT 

8% 

NOT AFFILIATED 

21% 


diagonally. 
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The Whovian Times TM is published 
for the soul pleasure of all Doctor Who 
fans. No portion of this newsletter may 
be reproduced or sold withoutthe ex- 
press written permission of DWFCA, 
INC. DWFCA, INC. fakes no respon- 
sibility for any of the classified ads 
herein. It is not our intent to endorse 
any wrong doings, tape piracy or 
misinformation. All merchandise con- 
tained in any display ad is licensed 
by BBC Enterprises, Ltd., (with the ex- 
ception of the La Fdcho Bark Tea). 
DWFCA is a licensee of BBC Enter- 
prises, Ltd., London, England. A 
special thanks to Louise Jameson, 
John Nathan-Turner and Sylvester 
McCoy for their contribution to this 
issue We would also tike to thank any 
other persons (not mentioned herein) 
who made this publication possible. 
We would additionally like to thank 
our staff, Traci Ftegg (membership co- 
ordinator), Debbie Shelton (merchan- 
dise manager), Bryan Criswell (staff 
artist), Kol Richardson and Andrea 
Phillips, last but not least we would like 
to thank our Charter Chapters who 
do such fine work for the local fans, 
community and PBS affiliates. We're 
very proud of each chapter. A list of 
our official Charter Chapters are con- 
tained in this issue. Happy new year. 

CHAP'K**' 

Chad Roark Ron Katz 

Co-founders DWFCA 
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Meet "Ace", the Doctor's newest com- 
panion, 'Ace" will be played by 25 
year old Sophie Aldred. Sophie is 
from Blackheath and has a drama 
degree from Manchester University. 
Directly after leaving the university, 
she worked in a musical duo touring 
the city's working men's clubs. This 
earned her a prized Equity Card 
(Equity is the actor's union In Great Bri- 
tain], Since then, she has worked 
mostly in children's theater and most 
recently appeared in "Fiddler on the 
Roof" at the Ftalace Theater in Man- 
chester. "Doctor Who" will be Sophie's 
very first job in television. Her birthday 
is on August 20th; ironically the same 
day as Sylvester McCoy's! Ace begins 
with Doctor Who in the f2th episode 
of this season, which means she'll at 
least be involved in the last 3 
episodes this year. 

The character is a cut apart from the 
usual screaming companion. In- 
deed, Ace is actually a tough sort of 
street-sawy 16 year old girl; fashion- 
ed after the tendon teens of today. 
She's discoverd working in 1987 in a 
sort of intergalactic fast food 
restaraunt, Ace makes her entry right 
at the beginning of the story and is 
paired off with Melanie (Bonnie 
Langford) who will be leaving the 
show. Sophie sees Ace as the Doctor's 
bodyguard instead of the other way 
around. The character would never 
scream for help and in fact is more 
like a Tomboy, grown up Words like 
"mega", "wicked" and 'Ace" will be 
heard rolling off the toungue of 
young Sophie; that's how the 
character gets her name, Ace. 

Miss Aldred is most certainly “wowed" 
by this, her first television job. Obvious- 
ly working on a series with such history 
and notoriety is a wonderful oppor- 
tunity. On behalf of the American 
fans, Whoquarters wishes Sophie 
much luck. 




Classified ads may be placed in the Whovian 
Times for S15.0D for tour lines,, sixty-five characters 
per lire Each additional line or portion of a line 
is S5.00 extra. Our classfifod section is intended 
to be a fan communique and not a commercial 
endeavor. DWECA, in a claims no responsibility 
far a ny ta pe swappi ng > tope sell ing.il lega \ sales 
of any items or any marriages that may occur 
from this column that turn out to be a flop. 

25th Anniversary for Doctor Who cruise planned. 
Confirmed guests: John Nathan -Turner Janet 
Fielding, Sarah Sutton, Gary Downie; more 
guests to be announced later. When: November 
20-25, 1986, Where; Key West, Carribean, 
Cozumel, Playo Del Carmen, Mexico. Departing 
from Miami. How Much? From S 449.00, For more 
information, send a self addressed stamped 
envelope to: Doctor Who Silver Anniversary 
Cruise, 1632 Van Buren Street, Hollywood, 
Florida, 33020 or call 305-921*2910 


The University of Rochester is holding its annual 
Rochester Conference in Rochester NY this 
coming January. 

The theme for the upcoming Conference is 
'“Time", and in addition to many famous and 
respected scholars and celebrities from varies 
field we have invited Terrance Dicks of Doctor 
Who fame He will speak about the "Five Doc- 
tors" show from the series and also comment on 
the concepts of time travel (within the program). 

Any general questions should be directed to the 
University Dean's Office, (716) 275-8272. 


LOVE THE DOCTOR & COMPUTERS? 

Exchange news/gossip fan club and con info, 
trade vids. Call The Whovian Trading Post BBS. 
713-332*3355, 300-1200 Baud, 24 hours. 


Doctor Who on video tape, VHS, tor sale or trade 
Contact A. Drake, 1328 Cleveland Ave, 
Hamilton, OH 45013. Send list of what you want 
and need 


NEW Doctor Who merchandise company!! AR- 
CADIA PRODUCTIONS is now in business! For free 
illustrated catalog, write: ARCADIA, RO. Box 287, 
Lannon, Wi 53046. 


THE KEYS OF TIME: The ultimate in DW fanzines!! 
Each great issue contains stories, art, reviews, 
more, Issues 1 and 2 available. Send S3. 00 for 
each. TKT, W7752 CTH ZN, Onalaska. WI 54650. 


Doctor Who collection for sole. Toys, annuals, 
weekLysfrnonthLys. Whole new list of weekiyshnon- 
thlys from last advertisement, Send a self ad- 
dressed stamped envelope to Dale J, Santos, 
1514 Richmond Street, El Cerrito, CA 94530. 


Help saveSTARMAN 5 Cancelled by ABC, we are 
fighting to get 5TARMAN back. Join us! Write 
Brandon Stoddard a protest note. (ABC Pro- 
gramming, 2040 Avenue of the Stars, Century Ci- 
ty, CA 90067.) Contact us at SPOTLIGHT STAR MAN, 
RO. Box 273440, Houston, TX 77277-3440. 


WANTED: Missing Episodes of Doctor Who. Con- 
tact D. Bryson, 4724 Morning Mist Colorado 
Springs, Co 60916. 


Daieks and other Doctor Who Toys for sale. 
Dozens of rare Dalek toys from the 60s and 70's 
by Herts, Marx, Cher ilea and others. Send SASE 
to David Hicks, RO. Box 6419, Aloha, OR 970O7, 


FOR SALE: Autograph of William Hartnell on 
album page Open to offers. Dorothy May, 430 
Sierra VisTa, Bellingham, WA 98226 (206) 
671-4351. 


Looking for really smart pen pals who love not 
only writing about Dr. Who, but also would like 
writing about reai and current scientific 
phenomena. Write Michael Hopkins, Box 842, 
Belmawr, NJ 08031, All letters will be answered. 


WANTED: Doctor Who on VHS 120 videotape 
Contact D, Burks, 212 W, Farmer, Dumas, AR. 
7 1 639. Send i ist of what yo u have and how m uch 
you want per tape, 


TWO CLUBS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! 

The Friends of Tom Baker, which has provided 
Tom's fa ns with news since 1983, has expanded 
to include Colin Baker For dues of SIQ&year you'll 
receive 4 issues of our quarterly newsletter, 
Doutoletafk, which is filled with photos of Tom 
and Colin and news about them. It's easy to 
join— just send checWmoney order (or an SASE 
if you'd like more info first) to: THE FRIENDS OF TOM 
AND COLIN BAKER, PG Box 8363, Stanford, CA 
94305-0217. 


Cross Stitch Fdttem for blue Metropolitan Police 
Box. Send SASE plus 32.00 to: Franklin Keener, 116 
Whitehead, Robins AFB, GA 31098. 


Needed - Back issues of Avengers fan publica- 
tions. “With Umbrella, Charm & Bowler" ; Nos. 1, 
2,5. “On Target - The Avengers" Vol. 1 - All, Vol, 
2 ■ No 1. Please contact Rob Haycock, PO. Box 
521, Carbondale, IL 62903-0521 


First issue of which Dr? available — free! Please 
query first, supplies are limited. SASE to: Which 
Dr?, 12256 Turkey Wing Court, Reston, VA 22091, 


Doctor Who and the Carnival of Planets. 
Featured vi Ilians: The Master and Harry Mudd. 
Companions: The ladythuman Vralenda of 
Cephren (The Master's daughter), Todd Hopkins 
and Jennifer Stokes, UlustraTed fan publication 
of professional quality. S3, 00 plus ,50 postage 
Make check Or MO payable to: Lucille Staszak, 
PO. Box 7812, Macon. GA 31209 One in a series 
of three upcoming Zara publications. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 . 

WT: What kind of future do you think 
Doctor Who has? Will there be 
another season? 

SMc: The make-up lady says they've 
already started planning it and the 
man who sweeps the floors at the BBC 
says it's definitely on! That's good 
enough for me. Anything to the con- 
trary, I'm confident I'll be the last to 
know, 

WT; Did you personally have any input 
into your part? 

SMc: Yes a little. As you know, the 
season was written with an unknown 
Doctor in mind, so when the oppor- 
tunity presented itself, I was able to 
make a few changes. Very few, but 
important things. I was even allowed 
to add a few scenes. If I believed in it 
and ! was enthusiastic enough about 
it and could get them enthusiastic 
about my idea, they would put it in. 

WT; If you were to change your 
character any, I mean of course, you 
remaining the Doctor, but changing 
him, what would you dd? 

SMc: Oh that's easy, I would make him 
taller, darker and more handsome 

WT: Were you satisfied with your first 
season? 

SMc: Well, I'll never completely be 
satisfied, you know, t mean, we could 
have done more with this or less with 
that. But, I'm looking forward to doing 
next season, it will be written with me 
in mind; I'll have a season under my 
belt and more time to think about im- 
portant aspects. 

WT: You have come from, at least in 
America, total obscurity. I don't know 
about Great Britain, but you’re now 
the Doctor; you're a cult hero with 
fans, press calls, personal ap- 
pearances, ..bow do you feel about 
this? 

SMc: Weii, it's hard to say. I've been 
working on Doctor Who for months. 
Then it's finished, in the can as they 
say, and I'm shipped off to America 
for some persona! appearances. I 
don't really know what people in 
Great Britain think of me as the Doc- 
tor or what I think of them as fans, As 
the first two episodes of my Doctor 
went out at home, I was in America. 

I will say, I'm bowled over by 
Americans and the American fans. I 
was thinking about it the other day 
and what I really enjoy about it is the 
warmth and kindness the American 
fans have shown me. 

I feel really nice when I go over there, 
They've been very friendly, the ques- 
tions they've asked have been good 
fun, a few harsh ones, a bit critical, 
but not as much as one would think 
really under the circumstances. But 
I'm not sure at all about the British 
fans.,.1 haven't met any yet! 

WT: Have you been a fan of the Doc- 
tor Who series? 

SMc; Yes. I started watching Doctor 
Who in my late twenties when Patrick 
Troughton was the Doctor. I don't know 
why I didn't watch it from the begin- 
ning, probably because I didn't have 
a teievision! But I caught Patrick 
Troughton and became a great fan 
and I loved it. Saturdays became a 
very special day for me I watched it 
right through Tom Baker's Doctor, 
avidly. Then my acting career realty 
took off and I suddenly lost the habit. 
Actually, 1 couldn't have watched any 
series. 

WT: Who was your favorite Doctor? 

SMc: Well that's a difficult question. 
You see, ail the remaining Doctors are 
taller than I am, if you catch my drift. 
But really, I think generally, people's 
favorite Doctor is the one that was 
there when they first fell in love with 


Doctor Who. That's not meant to be 
derogatory towards any of the others, 
it's nor really favoritism. Patrick was my 
first Doctor. Patrick Troughton was my 
Doctor. 

I've just spent a week in America with 
Jon Rertwee, an incredible man. 

WT: He was ill last year, how is he now? 

SMc: Was he? He's great now. Very 
funny, made me laugh a lot. He drove 
me all around; we had a great time. 

WT: What media would you prefer: 
television, theater, radio, or motion 
pictures? 

SMc: Well, I must say I've enjoyed 
theater immensely. The odd film I've 
done has been wonderful as well, in 
a very different way. One is painted 
with a broad stroke, a big brush, and 
in film, ..you're only doing it for a few 
seconds. A very fine stroke; a fine 
painting I ike that, i iike them both. I'm 
starting to enjoy television more, but 
still... 

WT: Have you ever done any radio? 

SMc: I've done some radio and I've 
quite enjoyed it. I would have liked to 
be around when Jon Ffertwee was do- 
ing radio in his radio days. Those were 
the great radio days. He was great on 
radio too. We still have some good 
stuff on radio, but it's not the same, 
really. 

WT: If you were to give an aspiring 
young actor advice, what would you 
tell him/her? 

SMc: Acting is such a rewarding pro- 
fession and so exciting for the young. 
Unfortunately, when one gets older 
and accepts more responsibilities, 
the fun and joy of acting can begin 
to fade. Fel low actors who haven't got 
on well, (not for the lack of talent - 
quite the opposite), find they have to 
rely on something else. 

My advice to aspiring young actors 
would be to plan for something else 
in your life besides acting. Have 
something to fall back on. Then, 
when you're young and active, have 
fun and enjoy it. When you become 
older, if you can still have fun and en- 
joy it, that's wonderful, if that's not the 
case, you'll have something to fall 
back on. 

WT: We are planning a “1988/25th An- 
niversary Tour" There are several cities 
on our agenda, working with fans 
and public television stations alike 
and we hope you'll be a part of it. 

SMc: I'm looking forward to it. 

WT: In behalf of the fans here in states. 
I wish you longevity and continued 
success. 


SMc: Thank you and I'll see you 
when.,. 
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WT: When is your birthdate? 

SMc: Ah. yes. the 20th of 8 - 43, l guess 
I should say, as you do in the States, 
the 8th of the 20th - 43. 

WT: August 20th, 1943? 

SMc: Yes, that's right.. a Lea And you? 

WT: Me? I'm a Virgo.. .in fact today is 
my birthday. 

SMc: Oh! (and he proceeds to sing 
"Happy Birthday to you!"] What age 
are you? 

WT: I'm 43. 

SMc: Oh, right. Younger than I 
am. ..just. 

WT: Where were you born? 

SMc: I was born in Dunoon, Argyle, 
Scotland and I lived there the majori- 
ty of my life, although I lived in Ireland 
for a while. 

(a magnificent sound, the moiling of 
the R in Argyle , especially to this yank§ 
ears.) 

WT: I was told Sylvester McCoy wasn't 
your real name; what is it? 

SMc: My real name is Percy James 
Patrick Kent-Smith. 

WT: What made you change your 
name? 

SMc: Well, if you had a name like Per- 
cy James Patrick Kent-Smith, wouldn't 
you change your narnd? 

WT: I guess 1 would. 

SMc: Actually, I used to just call myself 
Kent Smith. But you see, there’s an ac- 
tor in the United States called Kent 
Smith. Anyway, it was kind of a 
matinee idol's name, and, I don't 
know if you've ever seen me but i ain't 
no matinee idol! 

I was doing a show called 'An Even- 
ing with Sylvester McCoy" and I was 
playing the part of Sylvester McCoy, 
We wanted to make the audience 
believe this person really exsisted. So 
we put Sylvester McCoy played by 
Sylvester McCoy in the program. And 
we created a life for him: like he left 
grammar school to travel to India 
and study with Guru’s. He became a 
great stunt man. That's what the play 
was about. And people believed it 
and I thought “It's a good name and 
I'm going to keep it!" 

WT: What a great way to come up 
with your name. Do you have any 
brothers or sisters? 

SMc: No, I don't. Actually, I'm an or- 
phaned child, (he proceeds to start 
singing “An orphan boy, an orphan 
boy") 


WT: You were 
orphanage? 


raised in an 


SMc: No, I was raised by my grand- 
mother and sometimes, my aunt, 
(another rrroll of the R in “grand- 
mother." I wonder if it's his personal 


body language whenever he feels a 
deep respect?) 

WT: If you don't mind my asking, how 
was it that you were orphaned? 

SMc: Weil, my father was killed in the 
war. a couple of months before I was 
born. He was blown up in a sub- 
marine. And my mother subsequent- 
ly had a nervous break down. It 
lasted, well it lasted until the end of 
her life, really. She died when I was 21, 
She spent most of her life in hospitals. 

WT; I'm sorry to hear that. 

SMc: That's alright. It was a very long 
time ago. It was my mother who suf- 
fered more than anyone, really. 

WT: When did you and what made 
you decide to become an actor? 

SMc: Well, funny; I didn't really 
decide! I mean, well, when I was 27 
I was working in a theater in london 
called The london House. 

(now, as this was a transcontinental 
phone call and Mr, McCoy has a 
heavy Scottish accent, l didn't unders- 
tand him when he said ’Theater." It 
sounded like he said “thater.') 

WT: Sorry. What was it called? 

SMc: The Rrround house! Lots of rock 

B iroups played there, The Stones, the 
eatles, the Who. lots of groups you 
know. 

WT: Oh, so it was like a. ..like a 
nightclub 

SMc: No, no it was like a thater. It was 
a thater! 

WT: How do you spell it. 

SMc: THATER, Man, T-H-E-A-T-E-R! Thater. 
(by now he must have thought I was 
goofy) 

WT: Oh. I'm sorry. Theater! I couldn't 
understand you, 

SMc: Oh, I'm sorry. It's my Scottish ac- 
cent. Theater - Thater - Theater. Right. 
Anyway, it was one of those things 
and there was an actor collecting 
(picking up) tickets of which I was 
selling, 

WT: You worked In the box office? 

SMc: Right. Anyway, this actor thought 
! was an actor and he recommend- 
ed me to this di rector that was setti ng 
up a group, sort of a really interesting 
road show in the North of England, 
And this director came up to me and 
said, “Do you want to join our show?" 
and I said, “Well, I'm not an actor” 
and he said, “Would you like to 
become one?" and I, of course said 
“yes" and that was it, I became one. 

WT: You ran away with the circus. 

SMc: Well it ran away with me, really, 

WT: Fabulous. Tell me a little bit about 
your family life. Are you married? 

SMc: Yes. My wife's name is Agnes. 
We've been married for fifteen years. 
We have an eleven year old son 
whose name is Sam and another boy 
named Joe, who will be ten in 
November. 

WT: What sort of things do they tike. I 
mean, do they play sports? 


SMc: Oh yes. They're healthy, normal, 
bouncing boys. They play everything. 
They like cricket. The younger one 
ioves to play American football which 
is really bizarre because he's so tiny. 

WT: Do you have any pets? 

SMc: Yes, A cat called Lizzy. 

WT: Do you have any hobbies or 
things that you especially like to dc? 

SMc: Well. ..nothing special really, t 
like a good game of chess now and 
then. But no, ! really loathe com- 
petitive sports and the like, you know 
I really hate to* lose: | discovered that 
at an early age, I hate to lose) I do 
like to cycle very much. Bicycle, that 
is. I used to cycle more until a couple 
of years ago when my wife and I 
learned how to drive, 

WT: What parts have you played that 
you've enjoyed more than others? 

SMc: Well, I've enjoyed so many. I think 
when I played Azdak in the “Cauca- 
sian Chalk Circle," I enjoyed that quite 
a bit. 

WT: Is that Spelled C-H-A-L-K? 

SMc: Na It's spelled C-A-U-C-A-S-l-A-N. 

WT: No, The second word. 

SMc: Oh, C-H-A-L-K you know, the 
white stuff you write on black boards. 
Right. "Caucasian Chalk Circle" by 
Bertol Brecht, t really enjoyed that. 

WT: Have there been parts that you 
would really like to play? 
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SMc: Yes. I'd like to play the Fool in 
“King Lear.'' I've played lots of 
Shakespearian fools, but I’ve never 
played that one I'd like to play 
Richard III. At one time, I wanted to 
play Doctor Who! 

WT: Who are some of the American 
and British actors and actresses you 
admird? 

Me: Yes, Shelly Winters is marvelous 
and Jack Lemmon is brilliant. Let's see, 
Buster Keaton, Mickey O'Rourke, there 
are lots of actors in America I admire, 
really. Alec Guiness is one of ourgreat 
actors; Max Wahl is a genius. There 
are so many I can't think of them all. 
I'm afraid I'm suffering from jet lag. I've 
just returned from your lovely country. 
Now 1 know why they call it America 
the Beautiful! 

WT: Sorry. Shall I ring back tomorrow? 

SMc; No. no, Go on. please. 

WT: Allright. How about books and 
authors, things like that? 

SMc: Yes. Everin Weigh comes quick- 
ly to mind, George Orwell, Graham 
Greene, John Mortimore, they write 
fiction. 

WT: Do you read science fiction and 
fantasy? 

SMc: Not really. I mean, I enjoy films 
and television science fiction, but I 
can't really say I read it. Right now, 
I'm reading a book called 'Augustus" 
about Augustus Caeser, by a Scottish 
author named Allan Massie. 

WT: What kind of music do you prefer? 

SMc: Oh, all kinds. Rock and Roll 


mostly. At the moment, my favorite 
album is “Graceland" by Paul Simon 
of course Sting's new album is great. 

I like classical music and some 
opera. 

WT: What kinds of food do you like? 

SMc: Hot food mostly. 1 had some 
wonderful Thai food in Seattle recent- 
ly, French, Italian...! love to eat; not too 
much food, though. 

I think Americans eat too much. But I 
do love to eat! 


WT: How about television. Do you 
have a favorite program? 

SMc: Well, you see by the very nature 
of my work, I don't get to watch televi- 
sion I I'm not a TV watcher. However, I 
do love documentaries, travel pro- 
grams, some American programs 
are brilliant tike “MASH" and I was 
really hurt when “Soap" went off the 
air. 

WT: How did you get the job of being 
the Doctor? 

SMc: Well, I heard on the news that 
Colin was leaving, so I phoned up my 
agent and said there was a job at the 
BBC 1 would like to have At the time, 
they were appointing a new Director 
General. I didn't get that job, so they 
gave me Doctor Who instead. 
Anyway, my agent became one of 
the Myriads ringing up the BBC for the 
part and, as luck would have it, I was 
playing in the “Pied Piper" with the 
National Theater of Great Britain. 
There were songs written for me by the 
poet, Adrian Mitchell and they were 
very good audition pieces for Doctor 
Wha When J N-T came to see it. he 
asked if he could meet me, and we 
met. We had a very long chat and he 
asked me to do some screen tests. I 
did them. They wanted to see If I 
could be tough enough to match up 
with the vil!ians..,and they still gave 
me the job! 

WT: Now having your very first season 
behind you, how do you feel about if? 
Did it go well? Were you satisfied? 
How was it working on Doctor Who as 
the Doctor? 

SMc: I really enjoyed it immmensely. 
The people I worked with were all 
great. What surprised me was the 
amount of hard work involved, Televi- 
sion. as a rule, isn't nearly as hard as 
the theater. I've done quite a bit of 
theater and I've done some television 
too Doctor Who was surprisingly hard. 
What I didn't like about it was there 
wasn't enough time really, I mean, I 
felt we needed more time to ac- 
complish what we were trying to 
accomplish. 

WT: That's interesting. They've cut the 
season in half, nearly. In the early 
years, they used to produce as many 
as 45 episodes a season. 

SMc: That's what 1 keptthinking about. 
It must have been absolutely gruell- 
ing. Of course, we put out our season 
in five months. 
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